
S
earch

for
precision

R
O

G
E

R
 P

O
O

L
E

IN
T

E
L

L
E

C
T

U
A

L
 A

U
T

O
B

IO
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 is a very tricky kind of w

riting.
T

h
ere are o

n
ly

 a few
 ack

n
o

w
led

g
ed

 su
ccesses in

 th
is k

in
d

-M
ill,

C
o

llin
g

w
o

o
d

, R
u

ssell--an
d

 K
arl P

o
p

p
er's o

w
n

 in
tellectu

al au
to

-
b

io
g

rap
h

y
*

 o
b

v
io

u
sly

 in
v

ites co
m

p
ariso

n
 w

ith
 th

ese.
W

ill it jo
in

th
is sm

all an
d

 ex
trem

ely
 select b

an
d

?
In

tellectu
al au

to
b

io
g

rap
h

y
 alw

ay
s m

ak
es o

n
e. m

ajo
r assu

m
p

-
tio

n
 : th

at th
e read

er is p
articu

larly
 in

terested
 in

, an
d

 fascin
ated

b
y

, th
e k

in
d

s o
f p

ro
b

lem
 w

h
ich

 h
av

e ab
so

rb
ed

 th
e w

riter th
ro

u
g

h
h
is th

in
k
in

g
 life

.
T

h
a
t is a

 v
e
ry

 d
a
rin

g
 a

ssu
m

p
tio

n
 w

h
e
n
 it

co
m

es to
 th

e p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f scien
ce.

T
h

ere m
ay

 b
e p

erh
ap

s fo
rty

p
ro

fessio
n

al p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ers o
f scien

ce in
 th

is co
u

n
try

 w
h

o
 w

ill b
e

a
b
le

 to
 ta

k
e
 e

v
e
ry

 su
b
tle

 tw
ist a

n
d
 tu

rn
 o

f P
o
p
p
e
r's d

e
v
e
lo

p
in

g
in

tellectu
al self p

o
rtrait, w

h
o

 w
ill feel at ease w

h
en

 E
in

stein
 an

d
B

o
h

r, H
eisen

b
erg

 an
d

 S
ch

ro
d

in
g

er are d
iscu

ssed
 in

 term
s o

f th
e

	

p
h
ilo

so
p
h
ic

a
l fo

u
n
d
a
tio

n
s a

n
d
 a

ssu
m

p
tio

n
s o

f th
e
ir w

o
rk

.
If

	

?
m

e
n

d
e
d

 Q
u

e
st

h
ad

 ap
p

eal o
n

ly
 fo

r th
ese ad

ep
ts, it w

o
u

ld
n

't sell
m

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 fe
w

 h
u
n
d
re

d
 c

o
p
ie

s.
A

n
d

 c
ertain

ly
 P

o
p

p
er tak

es
th

is risk
, co

n
scio

u
sly

.
H

e m
ak

es n
o

 effo
rt w

h
atso

ev
er to

 tem
p

er
th

e
 w

in
d
 to

 th
e
 sh

o
rn

 la
m

b
. `H

e
re

 is w
h
a
t I h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 th
in

k
in

g
ab

o
u

t fo
r m

an
y

 y
ears', h

e say
s, `d

o
 y

o
u

 fo
llo

w
?'

T
h

ere can
 b

e
few

 in
d

eed
 w

h
o

 can
 h

o
n

estly
 an

sw
er in

 th
e affirm

ativ
e th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t.
A

n
d

 P
o

p
p

er ad
d

s to
 h

is au
stere m

an
n

er o
f d

eliv
ery

 b
y

 w
ritin

g
m

an
y

 ch
ap

ters as if th
ey

 w
ere lectu

res in
 a u

n
iv

ersity
 lectu

re h
all.

T
h

e assu
m

p
tio

n
s h

e m
ak

es ab
o

u
t au

d
ien

ce-co
m

p
eten

ce are v
erti-

g
in

o
u
s.

A
n
d
 h

e
 d

o
e
s n

o
t sh

a
p
e
 h

is c
h
a
p
te

r to
 fit th

e
 re

a
d
in

g
rh

y
th

m
, th

e
 re

a
d
in

g
 in

ta
k
e
. It is w

e
ll k

n
o
w

n
 th

a
t in

te
llig

e
n
t

recep
tio

n
 o

f a lectu
re rarely

 ex
c
ee

d
s ab

o
u

t fo
rty

 m
in

u
te

s o
f th

e
sixty.

A
n
d
 P

o
p
p
e
r's c

h
a
p
te

rs ta
k
e
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 fo

rty
 m

in
u
te

s to
read

,
a
n

d
 o

n
e
 is th

e
n

 p
lu

n
g

e
d

 stra
ig

h
t in

to
 th

e
 n

e
x

t o
n

e
.

C
o
m

fo
rt-w

ise
 th

is b
o
o
k
 is a

b
o
u
t a

s e
a
sy

 to
 re

a
d
 a

s ro
u
n
d
 a

fte
r

K
A

R
L

 P
O

P
P

E
R

*U
n

en
d

ed
 Q

u
est: 'A

n
 In

tellectu
al A

u
tob

iograp
h

y
2

2
5

re
F

O
N

T
A

N
A

it p
a
p
e
r

ro
u

n
d

 m
ig

h
t b

e fo
r an

 am
ateu

r w
h

o
 w

as in
v

ited
 to

 step
 in

to
 th

e
rin

g
 fo

r a frien
d

ly
 sp

arrin
g

 b
o

u
t w

ith
 M

o
h

am
m

ed
 A

li.
B

u
t b

eh
in

d
 th

e co
n

cen
tric rin

g
s o

f tech
n

ical b
arb

ed
 w

ire, th
ere

is
a
n
o
th

e
r, h

id
d
e
n
 h

o
o
k
, a

 b
o
o
k
 w

h
ic

h
 th

e
 re

a
d
e
r h

a
s to

 p
ie

c
e

to
g
e
th

e
r fo

r h
im

se
lf, a

 h
o
o
k
 a

b
o
u
t K

a
rl P

o
p
p
e
r th

e
 m

a
n
. I

h
o

n
estly

 d
o

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

 w
h

eth
er, g

iv
en

 h
is o

w
n

 fram
e o

f referen
ce,

P
o

p
p

er in
ten

d
ed

 th
e v

ario
u

s p
erso

n
al d

etails w
h

ich
 h

e lets d
ro

p
h
e
re

 a
n
d
 th

e
re

 to
 b

e
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 ro
u

g
h
 c

h
ro

n
o
lo

g
ic

a
l

fra
m

e
w

o
rk

 fo
r h

is d
e
v

e
lo

p
in

g
 c

o
n
c
e
p
tu

a
l life

.
B

u
t, h

e
re

 a
n
d

th
ere, lik

e g
reen

 g
rass p

eep
in

g
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e asp

h
alt, th

ere are little
sig

n
s o

f a m
o

ral ex
isten

ce liv
ed

.
T

his
m

o
ra

l e
x
iste

n
c
e
 P

o
p
p
e
r (b

e
in

g
. I ta

k
e
 it, n

o
 k

in
d
 o

f
existentialist)

w
o
u
ld

 sh
a
rp

ly
 d

istin
g
u
ish

 fro
m

 h
is m

o
ra

l a
n
d

p
o

litical o
p

in
io

n
s, w

h
ich

 are in
d

eed
 g

iv
en

 a sp
acio

u
s h

earin
g

 in
th

e
 c

o
u
rse

 o
f th

e
 a

u
to

b
io

g
ra

p
h
y
. N

e
v
e
rth

e
le

ss it is h
a
rd

 to
 d

is-
tin

g
u

ish
 th

e m
o

ral ex
p

erien
ce o

f a m
an

 fro
m

 th
e m

o
ral u

tteran
ce

w
h
ic

h
 h

e
 th

e
n
 m

a
k
e
s. A

n
d
 th

e
 re

la
tio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 P

o
p
p
e
r's o

w
n

life-leav
in

g
G

e
rm

a
n
y
, g

o
in

g
 to

 N
e
w

 Z
e
a
la

n
d
, re

tu
rn

in
g
 to

E
n
g
la

n
d
, o

p
p
o
sin

g
 F

a
sc

ism
 a

n
d
 M

a
rx

ism
 a

ll h
is life

, b
ra

v
e
ly

g
o
in

g
 it a

lo
n
e
 fo

r th
e
 m

o
st p

a
rt-a

n
d
 h

is v
a
rio

u
s p

o
litic

a
l b

o
o
k
s

is strik
in

g
.

It
w

ill h
ard

ly
 d

o
 to

 claim
 th

at th
e p

assio
n

 w
h

ich
 lies

b
eh

in
d

T
h

e P
o

v
erty

 o
f H

isto
ricism

and
T

h
e O

p
en

 S
o

ciety
an

d
 its

E
nem

ies
fell

o
u
t o

f th
in

 a
ir.

F
o
r th

e
 a

tte
n
tiv

e
 re

a
d
e
r o

f th
e

se
c
o

n
d
, h

id
d
e
n
, `in

n
e
r' sid

e
 o

f
U

n
en

d
ed

 Q
u

est,
th

e
n
, th

e
re

a
re

m
an

y
 sp

in
-o

ft b
en

efits.
T

h
e m

an
 w

h
o

 h
as m

o
st in

tellig
en

tly
 an

d
co

n
sisten

tly
 o

p
p

o
sed

M
arx

ist u
n

scien
ce an

d
 p

o
sitiv

ist v
erb

alism
in

 o
u

r tim
e is h

ere seen
 b

y
 g

lim
p

ses. B
u

t o
n

ly
 b

y
 g

lim
p

ses.
M

y

	

o
w

n
 m

ain
 feelin

g
 after read

in
g

U
n

e
n

d
e
d

 Q
u

e
st: A

n
 In

te
lle

c
tu

a
l

A
u

to
b

io
g

rap
h

y
is th

a
t S

ir K
a
rl sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
w

 sit d
o
w

n
 a

n
d
 w

rite

V
olum

e
II--T

h
e
 Q

u
e
st A

n
a
ly

se
d
 : A

 P
e
rso

n
a
l A

u
to

b
io

g
ra

p
h
y
.

F
o
r w

e
 h

a
v
e
 so

m
e
 rig

h
t to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
e
re

 th
e
 e

x
iste

n
tia

lly
 c

o
m

-
m

itted
 P

o
p

p
er. as o

p
p

o
sed

 to
 'scien

tific' P
o

p
p

er, sp
rin

g
s fro

m
.

T
o

m
e
 a

n
y
w

a
y
, a

n
d
 I th

in
k
 to

 m
o
st p

o
te

n
tia

l re
a
d
e
rs o

f th
is

A
u
to

-
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b
io

>
rap

h
y

,
the

m
an behind thephilosoph}' is m

uch m
ore interest-

ing and relevant to our political tim
es, than the theory of 'falsi-

fiability' for w
hich his nam

e `stands in the reference books of the
philosophy of science.

N
ever does this personally w

inning quality shine forth m
ore

clearly
 th

an
 in

 P
o
p
p

er's d
ecisio

n
 n

o
t to

 accep
t th

e 'acad
em

ic
h
o

sp
itality

' fro
m

 C
am

b
rid

g
e in

 1
9
3

6
 b

u
t in

stead
 to

 accep
t th

e
o
ffer

o
f a lectu

resh
ip

 in
 C

an
terb

u
ry

 U
n
iv

ersity
 C

o
lleg

e at
C

hristchurch, N
ew

 Z
ealand.

P
opper w

ins m
e over by the sim

ple
and m

ethodologically unguarded nature of his next sentence:
T

his
w

as a n
o
rm

al p
o
sitio

n
, w

h
ile th

e h
o
sp

itality
o

ffered
 b

y
 C

am
b
rid

g
e w

as m
ean

t fo
r a refu

g
ee. B

o
th

m
y w

ife and I w
ould have preferred to go to C

am
bridge,

b
u
t I th

o
u
g
h
t th

at th
is o

ffer o
f h

o
sp

itality
 m

ig
h
t b

e
transferable to som

ebody else.
S

o
 I accep

ted
 th

e in
-

vitation to
N

ew
 Z

ealan
d

, an
d

- ask
ed

 th
e A

cad
em

ic
A

ssistance
C

ouncil
and

C
am

b
rid

g
e to

 in
v

ite F
ritz

W
aism

an
n

, o
f th

e V
ien

n
a C

ircle, in
 m

y
 stead

. T
h
ey

agreed to this request.
T

he account given by P
opper of his reception and treatm

ent in
N

ew
 Z

ealan
d
 rn

ak
es th

is selflessn
ess all th

e m
o

re strik
in

g
. 'I

h
ad

 a d
esp

erately
 h

eav
y
 teach

in
g
 lo

ad
, an

d
 th

e U
n

iv
ersity

authorities
w

ere n
o

t o
n

ly
 u

n
h
elp

fu
l, b

u
t tried

 activ
ely

 to
 m

ak
e

difficulties for m
e'.

T
ypically enough, this beautifully plum

aged
b
ird

 fro
m

 E
u
ro

p
e h

ad
 o

b
v

io
u
sly

 attracted
 th

e h
o

stility
 o

f th
e

local, intelligentsia.
I

w
as told that I should be w

ell advised not to publish
anything w

hile in N
ew

 Z
ealand, and that any tim

e spent
o
n
 research

 w
as a th

eft fro
m

 th
e w

o
rk

in
g
 tim

e as a
lecturer for w

hich I w
as being paid.

T
he usual line of the trendy L

eft.
T

he situation w
as such that w

ithout the support of m
y

friends in N
ew

 Z
ealand, I could hardly, have survived.

A
ll th

is w
e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 fo

re
to

ld
: a

c
a
d

e
m

ic
 p

e
tty

 je
a
lo

u
sie

s a
n

d
o

b
stru

ctiv
en

ess v
ary

 little. fro
m

 p
lace to

 p
lace.

W
h

at co
m

es n
ex

t
is, fo

r m
e, th

e m
o

st in
terestin

g
 sectio

n
 o

f th
e w

h
o
le b

o
o

k
. P

o
p

p
er

trie
s to

 g
e
t h

is
O

p
en

 S
o
ciety

p
u
b

lish
ed

 in
 A

m
erica.

T
h

ere w
as

n
o
 re

a
c
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 M

S
 fo

r se
v
e
ra

l m
o
n
th

s, a
n
d
 th

e
n
 'a

 fa
m

o
u
s

au
th

o
rity

' d
ecid

ed
 th

at `th
e b

o
o
k
, b

ecau
se o

f its irrev
eren

ce to
-

w
a
rd

s A
risto

tle
 (h

o
t P

la
to

), w
a
s n

o
t fit to

 b
e
 su

b
m

itte
d

 to
 a

p
u

b
lish

er'.
	E

v
e
n
 h

e
re

, th
e
 p

a
tte

rn
 ru

n
s. .tru

e
 to

 fo
rm

: a
n
y
 m

a
jo

r o
rig

in
a
l

w
ork w

ill be blocked by the `fam
ous authorities' sim

ply because
V

1
.ig

i i.!4
1
.

I1
1
1

A
Li

P
o
p
p
e
r

V
V

 [LJ
th

r
o
w

n
 in

to
 d

e
s
p
a
ir

b
y

th
is

 (
ilv

'lk
i.'Lin

g
, fo

r after all th
e W

ar w
as g

o
in

g
 o

n
 (th

e 'fam
o
u

s au
th

o
rity

'
doubtless hadn't noticed) and the m

essage of
T

h
e O

p
en

 S
o

ciety
w

as vitally relevant and im
portant.

A
fter alm

ost a year, w
hen I w

as at m
y w

its' end and
in terrible low

 spirits, I obtained, by chance, the E
nglish

address of, m
y friend E

rnst G
om

brich, w
ith w

hom
 I had

lost contact 'during the w
ar. T

ogether w
ith H

ayek, w
ho

	

m
o
st g

en
ero

u
sly

 o
ffered

 h
is h

elp
 (I h

ad
 n

o
t d

ared
 to

 ,

	

tro
u

b
le h

im
 sin

ce I h
ad

 seen
 h

im
 o

n
ly

 a few
 tim

es in
'

m
y
 life) h

e fo
u
n

d
 a p

u
b
lish

er.
B

o
th

 w
ro

te m
o

st en
couragingly about the book.

T
he relief w

as im
m

ense.
I felt th

at th
ese tw

o
 h

ad
 sav

ed
 m

y
 life, an

d
 I still feel

so.
L

ater o
n

 th
e sam

e p
ag

e, P
o

p
p

er ack
n

o
w

led
g

es th
e h

elp
 g

iv
en

b
y
 H

ay
ek

 in
 g

ettin
g
 h

im
 a p

o
st at th

e L
S

E
. 'I' felt th

at H
ay

ek
had saved m

y life once m
ore'.

T
he question of the w

orld fam
ous philosopher of science being

retrieved from
 obscurity, m

isuse and despair by tw
o friends w

ho
'saved his life' is a fascinating one.

H
ow

 nearly it happened that
P

opper w
as never heard at all. W

hen P
opper says that G

om
brich

and H
ayek 'saved his life', he is not speaking m

etaphorically, for
th

is is an
 'in

tellectu
al au

to
b

io
g

rap
h
y
'.

H
e m

ean
s th

at h
is in

-

	

tellectual life w
as saved.

A
nd that brings in again the existential

dim
ension w

hich P
opper tries to exclude from

 his thinking. but
can't quite efficiently succeed in doing.

	

It is P
opper the liberal thinker w

ho em
erges from

 this book so
engagingly.

H
e w

as right about H
itler as from

 1929, w
hen every-

one w
as still burying their heads in the sand.

H
e w

as right about

18

the developm
ent of M

arxism
 and Soviet C

om
m

unism
.

A
nd his

political thought
and his scientific thought (the great principle for

w
hich he w

ill be rem
em

bered) interconnect.
W

riting of M
arx,

F
reud and

A
dler,

P
opper notes:

It
b

ecam
e clear to m

e th
at w

h
at m

ad
e a th

eory, or a
statem

ent, scientific,
w

as its p
ow

er to ru
le ou

t, or ex-
clu

d
e, th

e occu
rren

ce of som
e p

ossib
le even

ts
-

to
pro-

hibit or forbid the occurrence of these events.
T

hus
the

m
ore a th

eory forb
id

s, th
e m

ore it tells u
s.

It
follow

ed
 for P

op
p

er
(though it

still
d

oesn
't seem

 to follow
for th

e tren
d

y
L

eft)
th

at sin
ce

M
arxism

 can
't exclu

d
e an

y-
thing

(except the very things w
hich do in fact em

pirically happen)
then

M
arxism

 isn't scientific.
N

o am
ou

n
t of scien

tific th
eory

could possibly be m
ore

use
than P

opper's has been. O
ne has

to read M
arx and the M

arxists w
ith one's eyes open to w

hether
w

h
at is

p
red

icted
actually

ever
h

ap
p

en
s.

T
h

e tren
d

y L
eft

deliberately binds itself to
M

arxist predictions w
hich are falsified.

S
O

, P
o
p

p
er's fa

m
o
u

s fa
lsifia

b
ility

 th
eo

ry
 is a

ctu
a
lly

 a
 th

eo
ry

w
h

ich
 tak

es a certain
 ep

istem
ological p

leasu
re is forb

id
d

in
g an

d
prohibiting.

It is to
 th

a
t ex

ten
t n

eg
a
tiv

e.
P

op
p

er d
oesn

't ru
le

ou
t th

in
gs th

at m
igh

t b
e tru

e, (say lik
e th

e assertion
s of religion

or art) if th
ere is n

o p
ossib

le w
ay of falsifyin

g th
em

.
B

u
t h

e d
oes

d
en

y th
em

 scien
tific statu

s.
T

h
is too clarifies.

A
n

d
 P

op
p

er n
ever

tries to p
roh

ib
it or forb

id
 w

ith
in

 m
u

sic, say, or literatu
re, w

h
ere

h
e rea

d
s w

ith
o

u
t d

em
a

n
d

in
g

 th
a

t th
e o

b
ject o

f h
is a

tten
tio

n
 b

e
scientific.

T
h

e ch
ap

ters on
 m

u
sic are am

on
gst th

e m
ost in

terest-
in

g in
 th

e b
ook

, an
d

 it is su
rely n

ot m
an

y p
h

ilosop
h

ers w
h

o cou
ld

w
rite at su

ch
 len

gth
 ab

ou
t th

e fu
n

d
am

en
tal d

ifferen
ces b

etw
een

B
eeth

o
v
en

 a
n

d
 B

a
ch

, in
 term

s o
f o

b
jectiv

ity
 a

n
d

 su
b

jectiv
ity

.
E

ven
 h

ere h
e m

an
ages to sort ou

t w
h

at is legislatively resp
ectab

le
(B

ach
) from

 w
h

at is legislatively, u
n

accep
tab

le (B
eeth

oven
).

A
l-

th
o

u
g

h
 o

n
e w

o
u

ld
n

't w
a

n
t to

 fo
llo

w
 th

is a
ll d

o
w

n
 th

e lin
e (so

m
e

o
f th

e p
a

g
es o

n
 m

u
sic

do
recall th

e attitu
d

e, an
d

 even
. th

e ton
e,

o
f S

eren
tts Z

eitb
lo

m
, P

h
.D

. in
 M

a
n

n
's

D
octor F

au
stu

s)
on

e h
as

to
 a

d
m

it th
a

t, p
u

rely
 lo

g
ica

lly
, P

o
p

p
er is p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 rig

h
t.

B
ach

(P
o
p

p
er q

u
o
tes h

im
 to

 th
is effect) co

n
ceiv

ed
 m

u
sic a

s serv
in

g
G

od
 an

d
 p

rom
otin

g G
od

's glory in
 th

e w
orld

, w
h

ereas B
eeth

oven
,

	

in
 try

in
g

 to
 b

e `d
ifferen

t a
n

d
 `o

rig
in

a
l', in

 try
in

g
 to

 `ex
p

ress h
is

p
erso

n
a
lity

' d
o
es n

o
t so

 m
u

ch
 serv

e h
is w

o
rk

 a
s im

p
o
se h

im
self

a
n

d
 h

is m
o
o
d

s u
p

o
n

 it. S
eren

u
s Z

eitb
lo

m
, P

h
.D

. d
ep

lo
res th

e
tw

elve-ton
e in

tellectu
alism

 of A
d

rian
 L

everk
u

h
n

, seein
g in

 it th
e

total iu
versioii of a-ou

sic'ss p
rim

e
n

a
tu

, , w
h

ic
h

 .a
 to

 flo
..

m
elo

d
ic fo

rm
"

' a
n

d
 in

sists th
a
t th

is in
v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e n

a
tu

re o
f

m
u

sic lead
-6

to
 'th

e 'd
em

o
n

ic', w
h

ich
 h

e a
sso

cia
tes w

ith
 H

itler's
T

h
ird

 R
eich

.
"

P
o

p
p

er h
a

s a
 n

o
t d

issim
ila

r v
iew

 o
f B

eeth
o
v
en

.
H

e d
istru

sts th
e 'su

b
jective' artist p

rofou
n

d
ly.

B
u

t th
en

, so d
oes

m
an

y an
 in

telligen
t G

erm
an

 w
riter.

G
u

n
ter G

rass m
ak

es a very
sim

ila
r ju

d
g

m
en

t o
n

 th
e tw

o
 a

ltern
a

tiv
e tra

d
itio

n
s in

 G
erm

a
n

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 a
rt in

F
ro

m
 th

e D
ia

ry
 o

f a
 S

n
a
il,

and
M

ann
him

self.
m

a
d

e n
o

t d
issim

ila
r ju

d
g

m
en

ts o
n

 G
o

eth
e a

n
d

 S
ch

iller.
It ru

n
s, so to sp

eak
, in

 th
e fam

ily, to m
ak

e th
e d

istin
ction

 b
etw

een
B

a
ch

 a
n

d
 B

eeth
o

v
en

, a
n

d
 a

lw
a

y
s to

 m
a

k
e B

eeth
o

v
en

 co
m

e o
ff

secon
d

 b
est.

B
u

t p
erh

ap
s th

ere is, in
 th

e in
n

er ear of th
ose b

orn
in

to th
e G

erm
an

 an
d

 A
u

strian
 cu

ltu
re, som

e ton
ality in

 th
e

N
in

th
S

y
m

p
h

o
n

y
w

h
ich

 is literally n
ot h

eard
 b

y oth
ers, a ton

ality w
h

ich
in

tellig
en

t a
n

d
 h

u
m

a
n

e G
erm

a
n

s a
n

d
 A

u
stria

n
s h

ea
r a

n
d

 fea
r.

C
ertain

ly
 L

u
d

v
ig

V
a

n
 h

a
s ta

k
en

 o
n

 a
 n

ew
 m

ea
n

in
g

 fo
r n

o
n

-
G

erm
an

s after
T

lie C
lock

w
ork

 O
ran

ge.
W

h
o k

illed
 C

ock
- R

ob
in

? I k
illed

 C
ock

 R
ob

in
. P

op
p

er's

	

m
od

est 'ad
m

ission
 of resp

on
sib

ility' for th
e d

eath
 of logical

p
ositivism

 (p
age 88) is very ch

arm
in

g, all th
e m

ore so b
ecau

se
logical positivism

 is still alive and w
ell and living in our philoso-

p
h

ical facu
lties to th

is d
ay. P

op
p

er's sole in
ten

tion
 (h

e tells u
s)

	

'w
as to p

oin
t ou

t w
h

at seem
ed

 to m
e a n

u
m

b
er of fu

n
d

am
en

tal
m

istakes'.
H

avin
g d

on
e th

at,h
e ascrib

es to h
im

self th
e d

eath
 of

the
m

ovem
ent: 'E

verybody
k

n
ow

s n
ow

ad
ays th

at logical p
osi-

tivism
 is

d
ead

 . . .
W

h
o is resp

on
sib

le? . .. I fear th
at I m

u
st

adm
it responsibility'.

U
nfortunately, just as P

opper pointed, in



m
ag

isterial v
o
lu

m
es, to

 th
e -fu

n
d

 m
en

tal m
istak

es' o
f M

arx
ism

.
an

d
 still

M
a
rx

ism
 c

o
n

tin
u

e
s to

 flo
u
rish

, so
 h

is p
o

in
tin

g
 to

 th
e

'fu
n

d
am

en
tal m

istak
es' o

f th
e lo

g
ical p

o
sitiv

ists h
as b

een
 larg

ely

	

w
ithout effect.

T
h

e m
iracle is th

at h
e g

o
t a h

earin
g

 at all, in
 th

e
face o

f th
at d

eg
ree o

f o
p
p

o
sitio

n
.

B
u

t it m
a
y
 b

e
 th

a
t h

e
 o

n
ly

 g
o

t a
 h

e
a
rin

g
 d

u
e
 to

 h
is su

b
tle

cam
ouflage.

F
o
r, ev

en
 after 'refu

tin
g
' lo

g
ical p

o
sitiv

ism
, h

e w
as

still
v

ery
 m

u
ch

 o
n
 th

e lo
g

ical-p
o
sitiv

ist w
av

e-lerig
th

, an
d

 in
d
eed

id
en

tified
 w

ith
 th

e aim
 o

f th
e V

ien
n
a C

ircle at so
m

e d
eep

 cen
tre

o
f h

im
self:

B
u

t w
h

at attracted
 m

e p
erh

ap
s m

o
st to

 th
e V

ien
n

a C
ircle

w
as th

e `scien
tific attitu

d
e' o

r, as I n
o

w
 p

refer to
 call it,

th
e
 ra

tio
n
a
l a

ttitu
d
e
 ... It is in

 th
is g

e
n
e
ra

l a
ttitu

d
e
, th

e
attitu

d
e o

f th
e en

lig
h

ten
m

en
t, an

d
 in

 th
is critical v

iew
 o

f
p
h
ilo

so
p
h

y
 .

.
th

a
t I still fe

e
l v

e
ry

 m
u
c
h
 a

t o
n
e
 w

ith
the

V
ien

n
a C

ircle, an
d
 w

ith
 its sp

iritu
al. fath

er, B
ertran

d
R

ussell.
A

s if co
n

scio
u

s o
f so

m
e d

iscrep
an

cy
 in

 h
is o

w
n
 acco

u
n
t, P

o
p
p
er

im
m

ed
iately

 ad
d
s (an

d
 it is m

o
st rev

ealin
g

):
T

h
is ex

p
lain

s p
erh

ap
s w

h
y

 I w
as so

m
etim

es th
o

u
g

h
t b

y
m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 C

irc
le

, su
c
h

 a
s C

a
rn

a
p
, to

 b
e
 o

n
e
 o

f
th

em
, an

d
 to

 o
v

erstress m
y

 d
ifferen

ces w
ith

 th
em

.

	

If,
after h

av
in

g
 sh

o
w

n
 u

p
 th

e 'fu
n
d

am
en

tal m
istak

es' o
f lo

g
ical

p
o

sitiv
ism

, P
o

p
p
er w

as still (so
 far as th

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e C

ircle
w

ere co
n
cern

ed
) o

n
e o

f th
em

', th
en

 it is n
o

t su
rp

risin
g
 th

at P
o

p
p

er
su

rv
iv

e
d
 to

 fig
h
t a

n
o
th

e
r d

a
y
.

B
u

t it d
o

e
s m

a
k

e
 h

is p
re

v
io

u
s

assertio
n
, th

at h
e (sin

g
le h

an
d

ed
) k

illed
 lo

g
ical p

o
sitiv

ism
, lo

o
k

lik
e
 a

 sim
p
le

 m
isa

p
p
re

h
e
n
sio

n
 o

f h
is o

w
n
 ro

le
.

T
h
eo

rists w
h
o

a
re

 c
o
u
rte

o
u
sly

 a
rg

u
e
d

 w
ith

 in
 th

e
ir o

w
n

 te
rm

s w
ill a

llo
w

 a
n

o
p
p
o
n
e
n
t to

 sp
e
a
k
 o

n
: b

u
t if P

o
p
p
e
r h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 h

im
se

lf c
le

a
re

r,
h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 to

le
ra

te
d
 a

n
y
 fu

rth
e
r.

In
d

eed
, th

is w
h
o
le q

u
estio

n
 as to

 w
h

eth
er o

r n
o

t, fu
n
d
am

en
t-

ally,
P

o
p
p
e
r is (o

r e
v
e
r w

a
s) a

 lo
g
ic

a
l p

o
sitiv

ist h
im

se
lf se

e
m

s
to

 b
e so

m
e k

in
d

 o
f m

y
stery

 w
h

ich
 n

o
-o

n
e can

 crack
, n

o
t ev

en
 th

e

m
an

 h
im

self.
H

is h
eart b

elo
n

g
s to

 D
ad

d
y

, in
 a sen

se, an
d
 ev

en
tv

h
e
n
 h

e
 a

rg
u
e
s w

ith
 D

a
d
d
y
 h

e
 o

n
ly

 g
e
ts a

 g
e
n
tle

 re
p

rim
a
n
d
.

	

B
u

t P
o

p
p

er's d
istru

st o
f m

erely
 v

erb
al q

u
ib

b
lin

g
 (at w

h
ich

 lo
g

ical
positivists

a
re

 a
lw

a
y
s p

a
st m

a
ste

rs) a
rg

u
e
s v

e
?
y

 stro
n
g
ly

 th
a
t

P
o
p
p
e
r w

a
s n

e
v
e
r th

e
 d

u
p
e
 o

f th
e
 o

rd
in

a
ry

, silly
.. u

n
e
x
a
m

in
e
d

v
erb

al clap
trap

 th
at p

o
sitiv

ism
 g

o
es in

 fo
r.

T
h

is em
erg

ed
 early

o
n
, in

 a co
n
flict w

ith
 (sig

n
ifican

tly
) h

is fath
er.

	

W
h

en
 h

e w
as ab

o
u

t fifteen
, P

o
p

p
er's fath

er su
g

g
ested

 th
at K

arl
sh

o
u
ld

 read
 S

trin
d
b
era, in

 p
articu

lar S
trin

d
b
erg

's au
to

b
io

g
rap

h
y

.
N

o
t th

e
 so

rt o
f stu

ff th
a
t a

 fifte
e
n
 y

e
a
r o

ld
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 lik

e
ly

 to
fin

d
 p

ellu
cid

, p
erh

ap
s, an

d
 K

arl q
u

ick
ly

 rev
o

lted
.

H
e p

ro
tested

	

ag
ain

st
w

h
a
t h

e
 to

o
k
 to

 h
e
 a

n
 `o

b
s
c
u
ra

n
tis

t' a
ttitu

d
e
 o

f
S

trin
d
b
erg

's.
A

 len
g
th

y
 d

isp
u
te w

ith
 th

e fath
er en

su
ed

.
P

o
p

p
er

concludes :
I rem

em
b
er h

o
w

, after th
is d

iscu
ssio

n
, I tried

 stro
n
g

ly
 to

im
p

re
ss o

n
 m

y
se

lf th
a
t I m

u
st a

lw
a
y

s re
m

e
m

b
e
r

the
p

rin
cip

le o
f n

ev
er arg

u
in

g
 ab

o
u

t w
o

rd
s an

d
 th

eir m
ean

-
ings,

b
e
c
a
u
se

 su
c
h
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
ts a

re
 sp

e
c
io

u
s a

n
d
 in

-
significant,

T
h

is ru
n

s th
ro

u
g

h
 m

u
c
h

 o
f th

e
A

utobiography,
th

e d
istru

st. o
f

o
v

erm
u

ch
 relian

ce u
p

o
n

 m
ere w

o
rd

s w
h

en
 m

atters o
f su

b
stan

ce
a
re

 a
t sta

k
e
. In

so
fa

r a
s P

o
p
p
e
r a

lw
a
y
s h

o
ld

s to
 th

is d
e
e
p
 c

o
n
-

v
ic

tio
n
, th

a
t p

h
ilo

so
p
h
ic

a
l issu

e
s a

re
 fa

r to
o
 im

p
o
rta

n
t to

 b
e

d
iscu

ssed
 m

erely
 at th

e lev
el o

f w
o
rd

s an
d
 th

e m
ean

in
g
s o

f w
o
rd

s,
he

w
a
s n

e
v

e
r a

 P
o

sitiv
ist. It is p

e
rh

a
p

s th
a
t v

e
ry

 fa
c
t th

a
t

a
llo

w
e
d
 h

im
 su

c
h
 a

 p
e
n
e
tra

tin
g
 in

sig
h
t in

to
 th

e
 p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 o
f

science.
D

istru
stfu

l o
f w

o
rd

s, h
e attem

p
ts to

 co
m

e at 'th
e th

in
g

s
th

em
selv

es' in
 th

e m
in

d
.

T
h
is is w

h
a
t m

a
k
e
s th

e
 lo

n
g
 se

v
e
n
th

ch
ap

ter so
 fascin

atin
g

 fo
r m

e.
F

o
r P

o
p
p
e
r ta

c
k
le

s h
e
a
d
 o

n
 th

e
p
ro

b
le

m
 o

f th
e
 re

la
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 w

o
rd

s in
 w

h
ic

h
 a

n
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
t is

ex
p
ressed

 to
 th

e tru
th

 o
r falsity

 o
f th

e arg
u
m

en
t as it is 'in

 itself'.
T

h
e q

u
est fo

r p
recisio

n
, in

 w
o

rd
s o

r co
n

cep
ts o

r m
ean

-
in

g
s, is a w

ild
-g

o
o
se ch

ase.
T

h
e
re

 is sim
p
ly

 n
o
 su

c
h

th
in

g
 as a p

recise co
n

cep
t (say

, in
 F

reg
e's sen

se), th
o
u

g
hf

c
o
n
c
e
p
ts lik

e
 'p

ric
e
 o

f th
is k

e
ttle

' a
n
d
 'th

irty
 p

e
n
c
e
' a

re
u
su

ally
 p

recise en
o
u

g
h
 fo

r th
e p

ro
b
lem

 co
n

tex
t in

 w
h
ich

th
ey

 are u
sed

.
W

ith
 th

at d
eg

ree o
f su

sp
icio

n
 o

f th
e p

h
ilo

so
p
h
ical claim

 to
 b

e o
n

th
e
 h

e
e
ls o

f 'p
re

c
ise

 c
o
n
c
e
p

ts', P
o

p
p
e
r is fu

lly
 a

rm
e
d

 a
g

a
in

st
positivism

.
A

lw
ay

s rem
em

b
er th

at it
is im

possible to speak in such
a w

ay that you cannot be m
isunderstood :

lb
e
re

w
ill a

l-
w

a
y

s b
e
 so

m
e
 w

h
o

 m
isu

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 y

o
u

. If g
re

a
te

r p
re

-
cisio

n
 is n

eed
ed

, it is n
eed

ed
 b

ecau
se

the problem
 to be

solved
d
em

an
d

s it.
T

h
is c

h
a
p
te

r a
c
h

ie
v
e
s th

e
 e

x
p
o
sito

ry
 a

n
d
 a

n
a
ly

tic
a
l le

v
e
l o

f a
C

o
llin

g
w

o
o

d
.

T
h
e b

o
o

k
 is w

o
rth

 read
in

g
 fo

r th
is ch

ap
ter alo

n
e,

an
d
 th

e p
o

sitio
n
 estab

lish
ed

 in
 th

is ch
ap

ter ru
n

s th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e rest
o

f th
e
 b

o
o
k

 w
ith

 a
n

 in
te

llig
e
n

c
e
 th

a
t n

e
v

e
r fa

ils to
 c

o
m

e
 a

s a

	

re
fre

sh
m

e
n
t to

 th
e
 m

in
d
 w

iltin
g

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 h

e
d

g
e
 o

f te
c
h
n
ic

a
l

('p
recise'?) co

n
cep

ts w
ith

 w
h

ich
 P

o
p
p

er u
su

ally
 lik

es to
 d

eal.
A

n
d

 th
is p

o
sitio

n
 le

a
d
s in

e
v
ita

b
ly

 to
 th

e
 n

e
c
e
ssity

 fo
r w

h
a
t

P
o
p

p
er calls

W
o

rld
 th

re
e
 o

r th
e
 T

h
ird

 W
o
rld

, th
e
 w

o
rld

 w
h

ic
h

m
e
d
ia

te
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 fa

c
tic

ity
 o

f th
in

g
s a

n
d
 th

e
 th

in
k
in

g
 m

in
d

	

w
h

ic
h

 b
rin

g
s th

e
m

 in
to

 b
e
in

g
 a

n
d

 d
e
p

lo
y
s th

e
m

 in
 th

e
 m

o
ra

l
w

orld.
W

o
rld

 th
ree,

w
h

ic
h

 P
o

p
p
e
r g

e
n

e
ro

u
sly

 a
ttrib

u
te

s to
B

o
lzan

o
, is (I am

 su
re) a co

n
cep

t, a co
n

cep
tu

al n
ecessity

, w
h

ich
is a

s o
ld

 a
s th

e
 a

c
t o

f th
o
u
g
h
t itse

lf. I a
m

 su
re

 th
a
t M

o
n
ta

ig
n
e

o
r P

a
sc

a
l, K

ie
rk

e
g
a
a
rd

 o
r D

o
e
sto

e
v

sk
y
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o

t h
a
v
e
 fo

u
n
d

B
o
lz

a
n
o
 sa

y
in

g
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 te

rrib
ly

 o
rig

in
a
l.

A
n
d

 H
u

sse
rl sp

e
lt

o
u

t th
e 'h

isto
ry

' o
f w

o
rld

 th
ree in

 h
is C

risis
of E

uropean S
ciences

w
ith

 all th
e co

n
fid

en
ce o

f a m
aster.

P
o
p
p
e
r is g

e
n
e
ro

u
s in

 p
e
o
p
lin

g
 h

is w
o
rld

 th
re

e
. Im

a
g
in

a
tio

n
,

art,
m

y
th

s an
d

 fictio
n

s, all are allo
w

ed
 th

eir p
lace th

ere.
W

e o
u

r-
se

lv
e
s a

re
 in

 th
a
t w

o
rld

 th
re

e
, 'o

u
r c

h
ild

re
n

 a
n

d
 o

u
r p

u
p

ils, o
u

r
trad

itio
n
s an

d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s, o

u
r w

ay
s o

f life, o
u
r p

u
rp

o
ses an

d
 o

u
r

aim
s'.

	

-
T

h
is is a

 w
id

e
, h

u
m

a
n

e
, se

a
rc

h
in

g
, m

a
tu

re
 v

ie
w

 o
f o

u
r

L
ebensw

elt,
n

o
t a

t a
ll th

e
 k

in
d

 o
f th

in
g

 w
e
 w

o
u
ld

 g
e
t fro

m
 a

lo
g

ical p
o

sitiv
ist.

R
ead

in
g

 fictio
n
, p

lay
in

g
 th

e p
ian

o
 o

r p
lay

in
g

chess,
w

e
 e

n
te

r th
e
 m

y
ste

rio
u
s w

o
rld

 p
e
o

p
le

d
 b

y
 w

o
rld

 th
re

e
objects.

D
o

e
s P

o
p
p
e
r e

v
e
n
 m

a
k
e
 a

 jo
k
e
 a

t th
e
 e

x
p
e
n
se

 o
f th

e
'a

to
m

ic
 p

ro
to

c
o
l se

n
te

n
c
e
'--ty

p
e
 p

o
sitiv

ist`: 'I th
in

k
 th

a
t th

is is

A
b
le

 to
 sta

te
 th

is so
 c

le
a
rly

, a
n
d
 o

b
v
io

u
sly

 b
e
lie

v
in

g
th

e
n
 d

o
e
s P

o
p
p
e
r still fe

e
l h

im
se

lf so
 c

lo
se

ly
 a

llie
d
 : v

ii:
V

ien
n
a C

ircle, an
d
 w

ith
 its sp

iritu
al fath

er, B
ertran

d
 It •.

	

F
o
r P

o
p
p
er h

as o
b
v
io

u
sly

 g
o
n
e w

ay
 b

ey
o
n
d
 b

o
th

 th
em

, as.
H

e is a b
ig

g
er p

h
ilo

so
p

h
er alto

g
eth

er.
H

e d
o

es n
o
t reall

th
e su

p
p
o
rt o

f R
u
ssellian

 'red
 sq

u
are p

atch
 o

f co
lo

u
r'h

er,.
an

d
 all th

e co
n

co
m

itan
t d

riv
el ab

o
u

t 'sen
se d

ata'.
B

u
t ag

ain
 o

n
e is retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e cen
tral d

ilem
m

a o
f th

is
th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 o

f P
o
p
p
e
r's o

w
n
 se

n
se

 o
f id

e
n
tity

.
A

 bigger

	

th
a
n
 h

is m
e
n
to

rs, h
e
 is y

e
t still in

 a
w

e
 o

f th
e
m

. B
re

a
k

it.
stra

n
g
e
 se

a
s o

f th
o
u
g
h
t a

lo
n
e
, h

e
 is still d

e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t u

p

	

su
p

p
o

rt o
f th

e g
reat trad

itio
n

 o
f p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 an
d

 scien
ce, i

su
p
p
o
rt fo

r h
is o

w
n
 m

a
jo

r o
rig

in
a
l in

sig
h
ts fro

m
 so

u
rc

e
:

	

fra
n
k
ly

 in
fe

rio
r to

 h
im

.
A

 m
a
ste

r in
 h

is fie
ld

, h
e
 is y

	

p
ro

fo
u
n
d
ly

 u
n
su

re.
B

ig
g

er an
d

 b
etter th

an
 h

is co
lleag

u
es,

m
ain

tain
s an

 alm
o

st d
eferen

tial attitu
d

e to
w

ard
s th

em
.

It is a
 p

u
z
z
le

 th
a
t B

ry
a
n
 M

a
g
e
e
 trie

d
 to

 so
lv

e
 in

 h
i>

.
M

odern M
asters

o
n

 P
o

p
p

er. an
d

 o
n

e w
h

ich
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 is in
c.

	

o
f so

lu
tio

n
, at least in

 m
erely

 v
erb

al term
s.

N
ev

er w
as t.

	

b
etter illu

stratio
n
 o

f P
o
p
p
er's o

w
n
 th

esis, th
at th

e co
m

p
lex

d
escrip

tio
n

s w
ill h

av
e to

 in
crease to

 m
atch

 th
e co

m
p

lex
ity

p
ro

b
lem

.
T

h
is o

n
e
 is n

o
 d

o
u
b
t in

so
lu

b
le

.
B

u
t w

h
e
n
 a

ll th
e

m
ach

in
ery

 o
f th

e p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f scien
ce h

as b
een

 m
o

v
ed

to
 th

e
 sta

g
e
, a

n
d
 d

e
m

o
n
stra

te
d
, a

s it is h
e
re

 in
th

e i;.tel:

	

A
u
to

b
io

g
rap

h
y
,

it is still
K

arl P
o
p
p
er th

e m
an

 w
h

o
 is fasei

	

an
d
 in

trig
u
in

g
, after h

is w
o
rk

 h
as b

een
 d

iscu
ssed

, an
aly

se

	

ap
p
lau

d
ed

.
T

h
ere is still th

e m
an

 w
h

o
 ack

n
o

w
led

g
es g

iro
th

e h
elp

 g
iv

en
 to

 h
im

 b
y

 h
is frien

d
s, th

e m
an

 w
h

o
 fears an

d
ty

ra
n

n
y

, th
e
 m

a
n

 w
h

o
 is to

o
 m

o
d

e
st to

 ta
k

e
 c

re
d
it fo

r h
i

insights,
the

m
a
n

 w
h

o
 re

c
o

g
n

ise
s th

a
t w

o
rld

 th
re

e
 ta

li

	

tran
scen

d
s

w
o

rld
s o

n
e
 a

n
d

 tw
o

, w
h

o
 c

o
m

m
a
n

d
s o

u
r in

n
resp

ect an
d
, ev

en
, ev

en
tu

ally
, o

u
r real affectio

n
. It is n

o
t

b
rillian

t co
n

ju
ro

r w
h

o
 can

 sm
ilin

g
ly

 d
ep

recate h
is o

w
n
 ac'

m
eats o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n

d
s th

at n
 u

r m
o

ral task
s so

 in
fin

itely
 trait

th
em

.

a far m
o
re in

terestin
g
 an

d
 ch

aracteristic state o
f

p
e
rc

e
p
tio

n
 o

f a
 ro

u
n
d
 p

a
tc

h
 o

f o
ra

n
g
e
 c

o
lo

u
r',


