Popper - Champion Correspondence

1970 ,

3 Oct Champion to Popper

16 Oct Popper to Champion

1971

30 March Champion to Popper

1 July Lady Popper to Champion
20 July Champion to Lady Popper
1972

23 March Champion to Popper
26 April Popper to Champion

31 May Champion to Popper (missing)
6 June Popper to Champion (refers to 31 May)
1973

4 Jan Champion to Popper

12 Jan Popper to Champion

22 Jan Popper to Champion

14 Dec Champion to Popper
1974

22 January Popper to Champion
1982/3

undated Popper to Champion

18 Jan 84 Popper to Champion
1990

Popper to Champion
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Deaxr Sir Karl, at the momen‘h I am mnning a “pagmlarigatien of Popp=
'er" campaigu heme 1 belétve that even if you are not the Galileo

of the social sciences, you have solved enough important problems -

. to be worthy of = wider hearing.l am surprised that Bewtrand Russell

did not use his vast popularity among humanigts and liberals to

 promots your work.I was also surprised to fing, in s survey of the
Indices of fifteen or twmety thick volumes of sociological theory

(American) publighed sinee 1950, that the name. Pmapex 4id not sppear
in one of them.

Ifeel a little awkward writing this: letter Dbecanse .thare. is.a Jot.
I want to say and it is hard to know where to start.I will'pat a
parcel of writings in the swrface mail so that in e few wéeks time .

~ you will be sble to see if I am parverting ynur ‘mes age‘srmt -

whether I am playing Fichte to. your, ‘Kante oo S
Biography is hardly x’i vant, but it is qne way of ‘starting.
was born in the bush in Tagmania twenty six years ago.l, ai:tende&
the Isunceston Behr Church of England Grammar School for Boys
where my main interests were cricket and reading anything withén -
reach.(You will probably not be surprised to hear that mogt of t!m
important philosophical problems srise withing cricket.I also have:,
& hypothesis that historicism could mt hava bean born'in e’
cricket playing country). ‘
Prom 1963 to 66 I studied Agrieultaral Science at the Tamnania
Univergity in Hobart.This topic wes chosen partly becsuse I came -
from & farm e and partly because I had discovered that there was

—

Colipmh - [




& zoow/populstion problem in the world.At the university I dig=
covered Bertrand Russell, Huxley, Koestler and the fact that the - -

food problem was not so much a problem of agriemltural techmelogy < . .-

as & complex problem containng elements of religion, culture,
psychology, edncation, sociology snd pdlitics eto. I also found
that I was more interested hn the world of ideas than what was
presented as the world of science, but at the same time I found
mme kinﬁ of aubti.e mt mnning thmgh litemtnre, wama, poetry

dﬁgme, anc 11
rqml%nﬁ in, some epo making work (

found pmblems of pmeeduxe e

eh,wem stt ahmt the
same as those mmntere& hn

At thia stagﬁ my

sgf r:m:.m: di&t meke sengs_, etur
fte have anything to do with ou ' ‘
© In 1969 I left the world of agr calme and vent to Sydney w&
in great mental disarray with vague ldeag of fomlating new —
theories of peycholegy, new moral pxd.nciples and a nevw philemphy
which would enable people to to: grips with the preplexing .
vigta of nibilism and despair -seemed to be afflicting ma’a
people who put pen to paper.Thés job was hardly begun when someonse
showed me "The Open Soclety and its Enemies” where I found that it
had all been done twenty five years ago, or a good deal of it any
‘way.Sinee then I have been working with the New South Wale: ‘I
‘Humenist Society, reasding lotting and planning.Thias term
heve taking a sal’aml teaeﬁing jgb which will ena.’ble me to go on
a8 an itinerant pamphleteer, or peripatetic philbse_pher, for anoth
er yesr or so,all the time trying to meke the best uae of ny ¥ine,
talen‘ka and typewriter.
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"Diligite homines, interficite errores". Love men, slay errors. attributed to St.
‘ o Augustine,
7 Belvoir St,
Surry Hills, NSW 20I0 Aust,
March 36th {97/
Dear Sir Karl, . : _q
thank you for replying to B letter and for sending the articles, none of whict
1 had seen., I should have replied earlier but I delayed, first in the hope of adding somethir
to your ideas, then someone sureptitiously entered our house and departed with my typevwriter,
then came the mail strike. ' ~

Since writing 'I do not want to play Fichte to your Kant' I have read Bartley's 1955 papex
so T might have said 'I do not want to do a Bartley'. Some clue to this performance may be
found in the megalomaniacal tone of his contribution to your Birthday Book. This paper was
very goed but it did not seem to add anything fundamental to your concept of critical
rationalism, beyond adding s word to mke it comprehensive criticsl rationalism. However he
seemed to think that this comprehensive critical rationalism was some kind of rhilosophers
~Stone. This could have been overlooked at the time and ascribed to youthful enthusiasm
because his ldeas were well put and he made a good point, as an aside, that people who think
in terms of justification or verification hae great difficulty in geeing the peint of your
ideas ( Ayer still seems to think this way and apparently; Russell did all his life which woul
account for his truly remsrkable astigmatism towards youride@s.) So far as the IS5 paper is
concerned, prolonged sieq discussion about IMPORTANCE is mot likely to yield any more than ti
discussion of MEANING. Bartley's concluding remarks seem to indicate that he takes reason anc
rationality far too seriously, in g way that the positivists took 'science! too seriously.

No doubt meaning poses §l11 sorts of interesting problems in empirical psychology beit it
remains 1o be seen if it raises any worthwhile philosophical problems.

I mpst admitv that I am well equipped to recognise meg@#lomania but my ambition is to build
upon your ideas, if necessary by refuting them,jit will not help to show that they are
unimportant. At present my building consists of analysing the pernicious literary fashions
which have arisen from false concepts of knowledge. This is closely related to Frank Kermode'
interests and last week I was on the verge of writing to him to suggest that I might submit ¢
manuscript on Karl Popper for his Modern Masters series but then I discovered that Bryan
Magee is doing this. In case he h#s not appreciated th83¥ichness and fertility of your ideas
I will send him some drafts that I am working on. One of them is an extended cricket analogy
in which I set our to refute reductionist theories of human behavior, specifically the
neo-kpeudian instinct theories and the Stimlis-Response schools. This was drafted out before
Iﬁ“‘i@l&nﬁerﬁd-m_ﬁm SOCTIETY ANT TTS_ENEMIES but_ dn 4 8 svmsathedd o -2 tesetomt Seen _ .
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I encaunte:eé THE OPVQ SOCIETY AND ITS ENEMIES but in it a symgathetic and imsginative reader
may detect the beginmings of &n attack on essentialism, historicism, induction (and the use
of probabilitles for prediction). Therells an attempt to pastulnte the 'logic of the situation'
or the autonomy of problems, but the whole lhing bogged down in the problsm of ascounting

for ideasy and traditions. Far too many problems &rose at once &nd no one was agvailable to
help to work through them: (This sccounts for all sorts of inconsistencies and elementary err:
in the esrly essays).

For example, the trgdition of wanting to win cricket mstches { which has to & serious
extent been replaced by the itradition of wanting to &veid losing) is an essentisl pert of
the logic of the situmtion but it seemed to demand a historicel explanztion. I could not see
then that we may legitimately give & historicsl or evolutionary #ccount of 3 tradition
'without committing ourselves to & histordcist explunstion of the situsition where ithat
tradition is an element. Hers I think your discriminztion between historical and generalising
sciences 1s critical, and immensely fruitful.

I have recently overcome my reticence &nd mide contact with some local philosophers and I
hope that discusslon with them, 8nd maybe correspondence with Bryan Migee will enable me to
organise my activities more effectively. My intersst in literary fashions is not pursly acade
because one of my projects is a novel or series of novels recresting the last decade or so,
portraying the responss of differeny characters to the strain of civilisation. Apart from the
standard problems of plot and character there is the vexing question of how much philosophy c
be allowed to creep in, and how much huminist panphleteering? Exiremely exciting things are g
going on &t the frontiers of psychclogy which should illuminste your study of langusge, and-s
should also enable psychology to ariiculate with sociclogy without eitbzr being distorted in
the process.ete. the third world is indeed infinitely rich.

In conclusion, I was excithd a&nd inspived by your reply last time but in view of the numbe
of letters you receive 1 dent @nticipste any response tnis time .

Pl chid &k o o & d o Rliiot
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Fallowlfield

Hanor Road

Penn, Buckinghamshire
Ingland

July 1st, 1971.

Dear Mr. Champion,

My husband is at present in Berkeley, California,
at & symposivm srvanged to celebrate Alfred Tarski's TOth birthday.
I am taking this opporfunity to go through heaps <1iterally} of un~
answered mail. In this way I found wyour letiter of March 30th, and
I want to apologize for wmy husband's inability to answer lettsers
guickly. He has so much unfinished, half finished and almoat Tinished
work that he simply cannot desl with his correspondence, i.e. he only
angwers those letters which need answering (reguests for testimonials
and suchlike thimgs}. Trere is for instance the second volume of

The Logic of Scientific Discovery. He has theﬁ gaelley vroofes of this 2nd vol.

gince 1956 or 57, but hgﬁinterrupted so often when he tried ¥m reading
the proofs that he gave up, and of course nobody else can do it. And this
is not the only time that he simple abandoned work which was almost finished,
My husband is at oresent going all out to finish his part on the Schilpp
volume (Library of Living Philosophers) and he hopes to finish the MS by
the end of this summer. I am afraid he is optimistic.

I am writing all this only in order to apologize
and to say that although my husband either does not answer or anewers much too

late, he enyoys getting your letters and he will send you & few more offprints.

Yours sincerely

Lady Popper
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7 Belvoir Jt, Surry Hills, 2017

July 20th ‘q_7/

ur letter of July Ists I w-uld be delighied bth recelve soae
wads it clearver in oy lat.er © March 37 that I did noi exiech
ta thin' of 2ir Karl wrin¥ling his brow over niscellan=~us
.on ¥ 1lev gproofs of O3T3CRIFT gather dust. For this ress-n I‘Wd? 1?th
, write in the first vrlace bubt I had been in the sawe dilemwa ~ver Bertrand Fuss=21l and Lh2
i "2llow died while I was still . rocrestinsting so 1 T e ﬂlved that ulr Yar1 sh ovl not bhe
2t to 2scare. In sny case I had wore 5 o 91

Lo
ro. fussell's voilar works I found his
sthrioubed to lurking elemenis of anti-intellscw
forsulsted his Ythird world' theory I am happier.

F.i.Leavis ocecasionally mentlcng a ‘bhlrd world! but I cannot be surs i7T h
and its relationshipy to science is vazue (actuslly I dont think he 3llows skience in ni° t**
world). "...there is 2 ;rior humsn acheivenent of conllahorstive crest? on, a w
the mnd of man, one without which the triumchant erectinm of
have been vossible: that 15, gha creation of Lhe human

the scisntific edifice would at
world, including languaze...l vention
1an¢ugﬁ@ be use it is in terws of literature thabt I can mosht easily meke my mesning plain...
It 1"?Lh~ study of literature that ona comes to recognise the nature and .rieority of the thirc
realn (ss, unyhllGSOthcally, no doubt, I call it, tslking with my u;ils), the realm of that
which 1s neither ue®ely .rivste snd @rsonal nor public in the sense that it can be brousht

into the laboratory amé pointed to.You cannot point to the voem; it is 'there! only in the
re-creative resuvonse of

individual minds %o the black marks on the psge. But it is something
#ahich minds can meet..." page 27-28 of TWO CULTURES? THE SIGNIFICANCE OF C. r.SN“W, Chatto
and Windus 1392,

"Cur specisl business was litersry criticism but we say nothing srbitrary in ocur taking th
;reative process of criticism - that interplay of personal judgements in which vslues -re
:stablished and a world created that is neither public in 2 sense congenial to science nor
werely privete - as re,rssen atlve and type of the ocess in which the human world is creeted
md renewed and keyt liging.” 25~5 of SCRUTINY, vol X&

Both Leavis and T.3.Bliot concelve of English literature, or culture in senersl, as 'snmeth
mors then sn aggreggie of individual works' which is hsrd to explain with a suo;ecdlvvs+ th@wv
of knowledge. This leads to Eliot's holism whereby "...a 'culture' is conceived as
of the socieby as a whole: beinz. fr-m another aspant fhel ettt ’
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of tne sSociety a5 & whole: beingz, Tr-m anothers aspect, hat WHICH ma@<es 10 @ sAacisy; :
> . 1 ‘ ) - . Fal 1% 3 o ry ¥
Places £liot close to Durkheim, and I hope to show that at least pard af Durkheim's wrnble

am 1=
identicasl with 'Comiton's Problem'.
The 'three world! ontology 8lso irovides a platform for -
/) indicating the weakness of I.h.Richards! ysychologicsl theory »f value.
7) suggesting thst Ivor Winters! absolutisum does not imgly theism, 35 he himsazf thinks:
.+.I am aware that my sbsolutism implies s theistic position...If experience avpears to indica
that sbsolute truths exist, that we are able to work towards an approximate apgrehsnsinn -0

them, but that they sre antecedent to our apprehension and that our apprehension is seldom and
perhaps never g@e .erfect, then there is only ons .laces in waich these truths w3y bhe }ocaéad,
and 1 see no way to escape this conclusion.” paze Il of IN DEFENCE OF REASON. In this book
Vinters wages war on exgressionism; "...if it is possible by rational eldcidation to give a
more or less clear account of whst one finds in 2 goem and why one approves or disepproves, th
communication between btwo critics, though no doubt imperfect, becomes possible, and it becomes
possible that they may In some measure correct sach others errors and so come more near 4o &
true judgement of the poem."(.3ge 392)
3) sorting out the relations betwesen moral and
AN B3SAY OH CRITICISH.
4) criticising Yorthro:. Frye's nature study a.proach to literature: "If criticism exists,it mus
an examination of litersture in terms of a conceytual framework derivable from an inductive
ourvey of the litersry field." o 7 of ANATOMY OF CRITICISH.

Incidentally, the nature study approach has been carried intc a great desl of sociology. By
the nsture study approach I mesn the notinn that you starit by collecting and describing, then v
classify, then you st®ri to take the material apart and do sxperiments with it.The advancement
the subject is measured by the amount. of elecironic hardware requirad for doing exreriments. ih
this stage sociology is far behind but catching up, and literature is nowhere.

. On the topic of induction, one wight say ‘'as patrictism is the last refuges of 2 scoundrel, s:
zlstification of belef by probability is the last refuge of an inductivisi'.

t=dl
=

formal theoriss which ferslexed Grahem Hough in

@

conbinued., ..




7 Belvoir St, Surry Hills,
N -SoWo 2010
Austrelis,

. Cet. I2th f?yf

Dear Slr Karly S

. thank you for the article which.you ‘sent. It arrived three weeks ago and in
the same mail delivery there was a letter from® the editor of THE- HUMANIST IN CANADA -asking
© for permission to reprint "Organised Humanism: Radical ‘Centre or AnachrcniSm’" which ‘T had
sent to him along with the three parts of the Series "Towards a Libaral Education". He-
said he had not read any of your books but my artick®s had made him want to.

Your interview with Bryan Magee (LISTENER; Jan 7th) was well received over here. Those
of my friends who are music lovers weepe delighted to see that you play the piano but
sceptics whre quick to point out that they did not see you playipgg the pians at all, they
saw you sitting at one, Anyway, whether you play the piano or not, my girl-friend insists
that you have the most attractive ears that she has seen on any philosopher. -

A month ago, in the course of tracking down the works of Edmund Wilson, I found an
article by W.H.Auden titled "Criticism in a2 Mass Bociety" in which he used the terms open
and closed soceity in almost the same sense as you did. He distinguished between
'presuppositions' which cannot be immediately proved true or false, and 'propositions'
which can be experimentally tested. His argument is fatally flawed by his belief in absolut
values which we are unable to grasp with certainty because of our original sin. The article
is in a book called THE INTENT OF THE CRITIC, Princeton Uni FPress, I9%I. It is edited by
D.A.Stauffer but the copy which I read bears the name Wilson on the cover.

A parcel is on the way to you, in the surface mail, which means that it w#will arrive in
about six weeks time. It contains the liberal education series, in three parts, which was
printed this year in HONI SOIT,; the Sydney University student newspaper.

My philosophical and literary projects have not gone forward much recently because I
have been dissipating my energles working for the local Humanist Soeciety, the local
equivalent of the Liberal Party, and the Family Planning Association ete and soon I will
have to get & job again because I want to visit Britain next British summer.
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Belvoir St, Thursday March 23rd

_Dear Sir Karl, ,?72

I plan to visit Britain for a few months, starting in May or June. Un-
Fortunately I was not selected in the touring Australian cricket team so I will have to
travel at my own expense. I hope to finish @ novel before leaving Sydney but this project
is not progressing very rapidly kmzmmmm because every time I go to the library I find
fresh applications for the 'three world! theory.

This literary offspring of mine has turned out to be a juvenile delinquént. It was for-
ced upon me when a friend serutinised the first few chapters of a novel which I was plann-
ing to submit for the Angus and Roberison's Writers Fellowship (awarded for a project, not
for a complete work). This friend suggested that the material was hardly worth the paper it
was written on, and looking at it with fresh eyes I was inclined to agree. So in the week
remaining before the closing date .I salvaged some parts of it and built them into the
structure of a totally different book. I submitted almost half a book (25,000 words) with ¢
plan for the rest. This was one of over two hundred submissions which did not win the
fellowship but they wrote back saying they would like to see the finished manuscripts of
both my submissions and despite the suspicion that they might have sent out two hundred
identical letters I want to finish the novel. The other submission was a plan of a book
vaguely titled "Penicillin for the Soul®. I might have submitted a plan of "Principia
Socidlogia" but upon enquiry I discovered that Angus and Robertson would not want to pub-
lish that sort of thing. . ; _ ' ;

I dont know. if my public relations program on your behalf has your kel blessing but in
ahy case I will tell you what I hawme been up to, aparit from what youhave seen. I hope you
were not offended by the Bazza Mackenzie article. It was a desperate attempt to penetrate
the armour plating which Australian university students use to protect them from the impac
of ideas. It was also a ploy to advertiise the Liberal Education series and a few other key
works., Also I wanted to drop some ideas from your recent work which I had noflbeen sble to
work into the Liberal Education series. The "Summary of (your) Recent Work" had been rejec
ted by the editor of the "Union Recorder" and the editor of "Honi" was not prepsred to tak
another of my long, serious articles. - ' S



When the editor of "The Humanist in Canada" responded favourably to my material, I
tracted ten dollars from the Humanist Society to send parcels to 25 Ethical Societies in
%ﬁe ﬁnited States. The parcels contained The ILiberal Education series, "Organised Humanis:
Radical Cenire or Anachrphism?, "Summary of Recent Work", Leiter to tha.&merican "Humanis
brief biography of Popper and reading list.
I asked if they would reply giving their 1mpre331ons but so far’ only one PEEX person hat
done so: Howard Box of the Brooklyn Bociety for Ethical Culture wrote back saying he would
give Popper a serious reading.

My advertisements for Popper are a response to an objective problem situation,as I see :

I) Without taking the word 'Galileo' too seriously, and using the term:'social sciences!'
extremely brosdly to include the critical discussion of morals, aesthptlms etc, you are

- the Galileo of the social sciences.

2) Very few people redliss this.

With regard to(I), I look forward to seeing some effective crltlclsm of your recent
work, With regard to (2) I am prepared to revise my tactics, if not my strategy. I am
very alarmed at the attraction the so-called Counter Culture exerts upon many highly
intelligent and sasnsitive young people. This is an example of the pernicious effects of
subjective theories of knowledge which equate growth of knowledge with expansxon of
consciousness. Arthur Koestler has fallen for ithét trap too.

In & separate parcel I will send : a letter to Arthur Koestler. _
a letter to Dr. Jerrold Katz of M.I. T.
a letter to the editor of "The Humsnist in Canada"
plan of "Penicillén for the qogtV

And soon 1 hepe to send a list of problem shifis ca;led for by your recent WOrk, with an
explanation of why it is thHat I have adopted your ideas so wholeheartedly
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7 Belvoir 5%,

Surry Hills,
- H.3.W. 2010

Jan hth I973

Dear Popper, . - _ .
1 have made enquiries at Sydney Gnivessity and the University of New

South Wales in case you want to extend your itinerary to include some Australian
universitlies. Professor Nerlich at Sydney University has sent you a leﬁier explaining
briefly the situation in his despertment.

The most interesting response %o my enquiries came from the Dep ertment of General
Studies at the Uni. of N.S.W. They have asked me to enquire, informally;_whether you
would like to spend six months as a Professor in their department . If ﬁou cannot
| consider this offer then that will be the end of the matier, but if jou sre at all
interested then lel me knsg and I will zass on the informatian +to ahem so thab they
may begln fcrmal Ercceedings. I told them that you sre rathar unllkaly to respond
to this offer because, Quite aaert from your health, you have so much work in progress

that after your stayﬂin‘ﬁew Zealznd you will probab1y~wanthto get back to Fallowfield

gs quickly as possible.
T , .
Jeremy has prabably tcld you %hat David Edﬁerds, an English leczurer at Slough
is studymng yvur work in cxﬁxaxixtxx comyarison uith sone. uhemes irom Leav1a. ‘ﬁ?prisil
- 1y, he was doing this without referemce to any werk latar than "C ongactures and
Refntations” but he is now reading “Obaactive Knawledge“ ‘The three of ds poolad our
resources to donate 8 copy of “O.K.“ to Leavis. - - |
I havé asked Jeremy to.send a copy of "0.K." to Jean Eﬁaget who has 1aue1y been
advocating an evoluhionary approach to perscnal knawledge. His main interests are
philosophical (though his first research was concerned wiih"énaiIS)néﬁéﬁgé has some
knowledge of your earlier work. His recent ﬁorks have beenvconceruedxéigﬁ #Genetic -
Bpistemodogy® and_ﬁhzre_is\no mention of your work there.
XXX
This year I will enrol at the Uni. of N.3.W. for an M@A. qualifying course in

Sociochogy or in the history and Fhilosophy of Secience.

Eest wishes to yourself end Lady Popper.
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January 22nd, 1973
3
Wiew 3
Hy dear Champion,
e had to change our nlans: at first we intended to

fly out to New Zealand via Americs and to continue via sustralia. Now

we shall flv out via Singspore and Bali, and to return via the Pacific an

America. This means that we shall be in Sydney for one night only and that

thera will be no time for a lecturc or a discussicn etc. As we cannot leave

here hefore the 20th of February, we shall be in a great hurry, particularly

as we nave to break our journey at least once for a lgnger rest period. The
also

day we shall have in Sydney between flights ve SM(LlAﬁ ave to use Tor resting

before the final flight to Christchurch and Dunedin. Ve shall #ot be able to -

see aLybody {this is the reason why this letter is conf

on Sunday,

March 4th at 114_5 by QF 312.
P@w.w Mccwaﬁaa brewily of Weio tllic. L
Wzﬁ LVW( w?mmﬂ@
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"Transcendentalism is the philosophy of intuition, the developmenqof universal convictions;
truths which are inherent in the organisation of mind, which cannot be obliterated, though

they may be obscured, by superstitious prejudice on the one hand, and by the Aristotelian
logic on the other®.

Mr. Skionar in Crotchet Castle by Thomas Love Peacock.

Friday December 14th

Dear Popper,

I hope you are enjoying good health and I hope the power short-
ages are not causing you too much trouble.

I will tell you a little about the progress of my studies, then T will

talk aboutl Feseed your books and the notice that has been taken of
them.

With the support of the acting head of the school of Sociology at the
University of New South Wales I was able to enroll as a Masters Qualifying
student which meant taking the full third year course, with an additional
unit from second year. The acting head is Assoc. Prof. Athol Congalton
who began his academic carreer in New Zealand as a psychologist. He has
been very good to me in other ways, for instance during the year he brought
to my attention a job in the Australian Council for the Arts and I worked
there for six weeks preparing a report on the courses in Crafts which are
available in Australia. It turns out that there are very few Diploma
courses available, consequently most of our best kg craftsmen are either
self-taught or have come from overseas. For our purposes Cabinetmaking was
classified as a Trade course, not as a Craft.

Prof. Congalton also supported my application for the jbh which I have
at the mom ent. I am in a project concerned with patterns and trends of
drug use ( drugs including tohacco, alcohol as well as pa1n41111ers,
sedatlves and the illegal drugs). The project has been in progress for thre
years but they are stlll having trouble getting their data processed by the
computer. They really wanted someone with a good background in sociology
and computing but they have had to make do with an agricultural scientist
Without computing experience. My honours thesis will be concerned with the
methodological problems which arise in this kind of research.

During the year I did some work on Talcott Parsons, who mmR unfortunately wrote far
too much, and some work on Dilthey who has very little work in translation. Since I do not
read German I have not made much progress with Dilthey.

With regard to the motto at the top of the letter, I amused a number of my friends
by organising readings of Peacock's novels which are set out like plays, linked with
sections of narrstive. He had a very shrewd eye for the weaknesses and excesses of such
schools of thought as utilitirianism and German idealism.

Monod kindly sent me a draft of his Preface to the tranlsation of L.S.D. I think
Jeremy has a copy of this.(I meant to send him a copy but I may have forgotten to do so.)

- With regard to your books: there wx® a couple of small reviews of Objective Knowledge
in local papers. So far there have been no reviews of Magee's book. A A Y e Tl ;
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Fallouwfield

Manor Road

Penn, Buckinghamshire
England,

Janmuary 22nd, 1974

¥

Ca
[N

s

lear Champion,

Many thanks for your interesting letter of December 14th, 1973,
and apologies for my belated reply. As you probably know, my mail problem is

inscluble.

L]

was very %§§i to hear of your success in becoming enrolled as

a Masters Qualifying student, and in getting first the job in the Council for the

0

Arts and nbw in the oroject on drug use. It is very good that you can link up
your honours thesis with your job experience.

Talcott Parsons is one of those who enrich the sociclogical
ters logy (left side of my TABLE OF IDEAS) without adding to problems, theories
or tests { ight side). He thus does more harm than good, I think.

I do not kmow aﬂy of Peacock's novels.

We (Jer@mx nd 1) ar till proofreading: the latest batch of
proofs arrived last week (Sen 1ilpp Volume).

Many thanks for The Australiar (on the Gpera House) .

I hope your studies are sa ving and stimulating.

AU gooel oo e, ﬁf /;774 “
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