The crisis
in the

teachers to leave. The situation will be brought
to a head if trained teachers receive long overdue
wage rises in the near future. In this event the
schools may be forced to close, or at least to reduce their numbers of trained staff, unless financial
support was obtained, presumably from the government.
The attitude of the government and the population at large is very much the same towards preschools as it is towards education in general,
although (if this is possible) it may be less enlightened because there is no obvious material
return for the investment.
An incredible gulf exists between what should
be and. what exists; the gulf will become eves
wider if <.id is not supplied almost immediat,.:'
Two types of assistance are needed. First, immediate help to keep the system going, even if it is
hopelessly inadequate. Hence there is also a need
for a long range plan-to work towards the goal of
universal opportunity for pre-school education.

young children but instead are debating the
kind of society we desire, the kind of priorities
within that society which will be advanced,
the kind of life we wish to be pursued. They
are issues which_ move out of the realm of
education and concern the very fabric of our
civilisation. In that sense they are universal
and timeless."
But what then is a "rich" environment? Can
we organise this? Is it conceivable to do so for
all children?
A rich environment is one which provides the
child with a wide range of sensations and social
contacts; in addition there needs to be a great
deal of individual attention and encouragement.
An enriched eu vironment, which can be arranged
in a properly organised pre-school, involves several
important features. First it must be child centred.
This means that the physical facilities are cut
down to child size and there are none of the

High rise development has tended so far to
produce special problems for young children and
their mothers. Children crave space to play which
is denied in many new blocks of home units. A
survey was carried out in a block of new flats
in London revealed that though the view, privacy
and the reduced noise level were satisfactory the
mothers were preoccupied with safety and the lack
of socialisation and educational opportunities for
young children. Most of the mothers wanted some
sort of playroom and many wanted a nursery
school.
"The modern environments that we are
creating in this way are not the friends of
children, indeed the architects who are creating them have scarcely thought about the
needs of the young who will live their first,
impressionable years in these hollow towers
.. . they deprive a child of what is probably
the most important single influence in his

children, so that van der Eyken's comments may
demands that a more formalised school educaseem exaggerated. However the situation is not
tion make upon the individual.
So a
the same in all households. Pre-schools have someworking-class child entering school-itself a
thing special to offer children who are in any way
middle class institution stocked with teachers
underprivileged or deprived; this includes children
drawn from the middle classes-not merely
in lower class districts, migrant children and
begins at a disadvantage, but arrives with
Aborigines.
social inequality built into him; an inequality
Pre-schools offer these children a particularly
that could be ameliorated by the kind of
valuable opportunity to learn the language. This
wider social contact that nursery school protask becomes progressively more difficult as the
vides, with the encouragement there of the
child grows older. After the age of about four
use of language, so often curtailed or even
(which is still before the child goes to primary
expressly forbidden in autocratic families.
school) it is extremely hard to learn the language
In this way, an expanded system of pre-schools
without laborious remedial coaching.
could strike at one of the main contributing factors
On the other hand, in the relaxed atmosphere to current inequalities in education. Children who
of a properly organised pre-chool, while the child are not fluent with the languages are at a hopeless
is young, the language can be learned with re- disadvantage in competition for places in the promarkable ease. This has far-reaching consequences gressive streams of secondary schools. The
for children from depressed backgrounds.
academic ceiling of the average child may well
be fixed by the nature of his environment in his
"It has been suggested that there are, in
early years, particularly the pre-school years.
fact, two languages, and that many
children, because they do not come into close
There is another type of child who can derive
special benefit from pre-school-the emotionally
contact with children outside their own social

unlicen->e-J services, or the incidence of `baby
farming.' Out of more than 500 licensed centres
only ^:hor,i 15 have trained tea.chers. The gravity
of thi, situation is not apparent unless the importanc°e cf proper],,- qualified teachers is realised.
This is not universally appreciated. For example
the Minister for Social Services suggested recently
that pensioners could perhaps be recruited to mind
children.
The situation has been aggravated by lack of
foresight and co-ordination on the part of government departments. The Housing Commission has
built blocks of home units at Redfern without
playgrounds or nursery schools, although there are
statutory requirements for parking space.
The Immigration Department is bringing in
more migrants with 4ittle apparent concern about
what is going to happen to them, or to their
children when they arrive. At the same time the
Education Department and the Department of

rate of growth is not needed to improve living
conditions, but in the meantime the pressure on
the pre-school system will be intensified.
The Kindergarten Union and the Sydney Day
Nursery and Nursery Schools Association are particularly hard pressed because they maintain high
standards which the other schools and minding
centres rarely equal.
They are not being run to make a profit. They
aim to provide a service at reasonable rates. They
are prepared to allow reduced rates, subject 1o
a means test, which is helpful in particular, for
unmarried mothers and deserted wives.
"" h F main reason for the financial stress in the
I-,indergarten Union and the Day Nurseries Asso
cation is the miserly State Government aid.
In Victoria and in the ACT the government
pays the whole of the teachers' salaries and as''` -_- ,
with the building of the schools. In N.S.V.
government provides much less and the pre-sci ,.:^ols

