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Spreeel  Herr Popper, the collapse of the Soviet Union has tulfilled a
prophecy you made as much as half a century ago. Is this the tniumph
af erivical rationalism over the eoemies of the open society?

Popper 1 made no such prophecies, because ['am of the view that no
prophecies should be made. T ehink it is a completely wrong artitude
to judye intellecruals by whether they make good prophecies.

The philospphy of history in Germany, at least since Hegel, has always
thought 1t must somehow he propheric. 1 think this is wrong. One
learns (ram history, but history ends heee and now. Qur acticude to che
futiire must be quite different from one of trying to extrapolate from
history and, as it were, fullowing the paths of histary through into the
fueare,

Speegel  Very well, if 1o was not s prophecy, you did at least expecr lib-
eral demaocracy to be victonous over vanious forms of desporism.

Popper Chur artitude o the future must be: we are responsible now
for whar happens in the future, The past is somerhing already given.
W can nb longer do anyrhing abour ir, even +f we are in anocher
sense responsible for the pase: rhar is, held responsible for what we
have done. But for rhe furure we are morally responsible here and
now: we must do the best we can withour any 1deological lenses —
even when the prospects are not oo bright, The best 15 quure defi-
nitely what s least violent, what reduces suffering, unnecessary

sutfering.

Spiegel 15 it nor true chat; already in Lenin'’s ume, Left Communists

* Interview first published in Dy Spieel, Apiil 1992, reprinted wirh the kind per-
mission of Spicgel Verlag.
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complained chae the stare ideology established in Russia wirh a
single-parry dictatorship had licele in common wich the cm.wwnmy the-
ories of Karl Mark, who wagered on a proletarian revalurion in the
induscrialized Wese?

Popper T would say che following to thar. The communist mania —
and you find this already in Marx — 15 essentially a view of the so-
called capitalise world as diabolic. Whar Marx called capiralism has
never existed on earch, noranything like it

Speeged Do you mean that there was never such a thing as Manchester
liberalistn with its terrible working condicions?

Popper Of course those were terribily hard rimes for the workers. but
also for other people. Marx was mainly interesced in the workers, As
a simple historical fact, chings have kept getting berter for them
since that rime, whereus Marx claimed char they would keep poing
downhill and must keep gomng downhill.

Spregel Do you mean his theory of absolute impoverishment?

Popper Yes. And because the impoverishment theory did rioe prove
true, the impoverishmerit wis cranspesed ro'the colonies — to what s
nowadays called che Third World ..

Spiegel  The so-called theary of imperialism,

Papper - A rypical intelleceual's formula and, of course, complete non-
senise. For industralizanion cannot be the same as impovenishment
thar 15 as clear as anyehing can be. Things kepe gecoing beter for the
colonies (oo,

So whar was so-called capitalism? It was indluserialization and mass
production, And mass production means thac a lot is produced, so
rhat very many people gersomething. For mass production requires a
large markee and therefore a loe of buyers. Marx compared capitulism
to hell. And hell has existed on earch just as liccle as Danee's Inferna.
Lasciate ogni speranza ('Abandon all hope’) that is o conceprion of
Danee's Inferno rhar Marx explicitly arcribured o capitalism. And if
capitalism necessarily feads to impoverishment, rthen the only possi-
ble way out is a social revalurion.

L am very critical of our contemporary society. A lorof things could
be improved in it. But our liberal social order 1s the bese and justese
there has ever been on earth. It arose chrough evolution from she one
that Mar Enew.

Speegel lsanyrching ar all lelt of the echical appeal of Marxs cricigue
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of capitalism as socially unjusc? Has the goif berween rich and poop
actually narrowed on & warld scale?

Popper 'The crhical appeal has existed in various forms since the
Middle Ages. Among Christian thinkers, as well a5 among
Enlighrenmenr rhinkers, rhe echical appeal was paramount. And those
npposed to this ethical appeal were essentially the Romantics, '

Spiegel  When you mention rhe Enlightenment, are you mainly
thinking of Kant's call for a just civil constitution to spread chrough-
nut the wocld; as the highest dury of humaniey? And s Hegel the
thief Romantic for vou?

Popprer Quite righe. The Romantic alternative was more or less thag
nuthing can work withour war and violence; that was how Hegel
applied his experience of history. But if you consistently apply the pase
experiences of military conflict to aur future, then rthere is really no
hape left. For nur weapons can now annihilate us. The omnicidal
bach of atomic radiation has taken the place of the bloodbach of steel
that seemed so invigorating to our Romantic forebears.

Spiegel  Whar caused the collapse in Eastern Europe? Was it the ecos
nomic drain of the arms race, or an incellecual bankrupey, or doubt
alrouit therr mission?

Fapper A loe of things weee involved: for example, that Hungary'
opened its borders for Eust Germans {lecing the GDR; or that
Gorbuchey instructed the Sovier Polithuro to make an arrempr at.
teform. Bur the economic reform was of absolurely no avail. The
economy cannar be reformed from above. Then there was the ingel-
lectual desolarion, All char was left of Marxism were ecmpty words,
and g single substantive formuba: ‘Liguidate capitalism!’ — the non=
existent diabolical capitalism, Khrushchev tried o rranslare chag
into reality,

Spicged  Are you thinking of the poker game in 1962 when Sovier
missiles were deployed in Fidel Castro’s Cuba?

Papper  Khrushchey had planned a devastanng assault on the USA.
He pulled back only when the Americans were ready to attack. The
nuclear physicist Andrei Sakharov wrote in his Memagrs thar even in
‘clean version” his Big Bomb would still be several thousand rimes
more powerful than rhe Hiroshima bomb. Thirry-six of those bombs
had already arrived in Cuba. And if Sakharov’s “several’ means ;
three, char makes 108,000 Hiroshima bombs. You just have to oyt
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imagine ir. In his farewell speech, Gorbachev said chere exist some
30,000 of these bambs,

The Cuban crisis revealed whar Marcism was capable of doing o
achivve its aims: it was capable of rrying to destroy capicalism wich
nuclear weapons. This should never be forgotten. Not only America
wotld have gone under in such an ateack; the whole world would have
perished in a bath of radiation — even if it took a few terrible YOS,

Speegel Whae daes the world owe the perestroika reformer Gos
bachev, who has now been swallowed up by his own reforms?

Papper - A great deal. Gorbachev started to look at America it o way
that Sovier rulers had not done before. He went there more than once
st enjoyed being féced. Then he came up wich an interesting un-
Marxist formularion: I wane rhe Sovier Union to become a normal
country, That was an approximarion to our idea of the rule of luw,
Gurbachey wanted to make the Sovier Union normal, We owe this
completely new idea to him. Thae the Sovier Union had not previ-

ausly been a normal country, we can see mose elearly from Sakhirov's
Memiadrs,

Vpreged - The collapse of Sovier Communism and the end of the Lyipaor-
lar system have not made che world a safer place, Everywhere we luve
to tace the return of nacionalise demons, lovsely controlled nuelear
weapons, and the migration ol people sericken by poverty, Ate these
the new enemies of liberal democrucy?

Happer Our fiest pbjecrive today must be peace. It is very hard o
achieve ina world such as ours, where Saddam Hussein and other dic-
tatoes like him exist. We should noc shrink from waging war for
peace, In present conditions char s unavoidable. 1ris sad, bur we have
__: do 12 1f we want to save our world. Resolve is crucially LImportant
e,

Spregel - War to stop che [urther spread of wedpons of mass deserue-
Cidirt?!

Papper At the momeny, nothing is more imporeant than to prevent
the spread of these lunaric bombs, which are already being traded on
the black marker, The states of the civilized world thar have not rone
mad must work togecher on this. For | repeat: just one Sakbarov
cemb is several chousand times more powerful than the Hireshims
2omb. This means char, in any densely populared counery, the dero-
“anon of just ene bomb would cause millions of deachs, quite apart
rem the victims of radiation who would die of che effects over a
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number of years. We must not ger used to such rhings. Here we
take acrion, .

Spiegel  Should the Americans act against Suddam again if it g
if he is making bombs? .

Papper Mot only against Saddam. There should be a kind of
force of the civilized world for such cases. To be pacifist in the
moded sense would be madness. We musrt wage wars for peag
ohviously 1n the least terrible form. Since it is a question of force
must be used to stap the bomb being used.

Spiegel  Now you are talking almost like Penragon strategists whe
wish for a new world order against a background of pax Americana

would also stall economic competition from Japan and Europe.

Paper 1 think ir is criminal ro ralk like that. The need to p
nuclear war cannot be confused with economic questions. We should
try ro conperite so actively in this pax Amerrceng that it becomes a g
civtlitaris. This is simply what the situarion requires. It is not o mi
issue but the survival of mankind char is ar stake.

Spregal  During his eeip 16 Germany, Gorbachev complained thar if
the Wese had given massive aid, the August putsch in Moscow would
not have happened und he would not have fallen in ies aftermach,
Should the West do more for Boris Yeltsin, so thar Russia does not.
sink ineo u seill worse desparism ? 1

Popper | think we should help, But Gerbachev has no right 1o com=
plam. We owe him a lot, bur he went on arming, The condition for
our aid should be that Russia warks togecher with us, the civilized
countries, to bring rhese terrible weapons under éffective control,
Bur the Russian military has o be involved too. [

Spiegel  You are conviniced thar we live in the besr and justest sociery
chere has ever been. Bur this liberal democracy has no convincing
solurions 1o offer against widespread hunger in che Third World or
the desrruction of the environment.

Papper We are more than able to feed the whole world. The eco-
namic problem has been solved ~ by rechnologists, not by economists.

Npzegel  Bur you can hardly dispute thar there is mass poverty in
large parts of the Third World. ]

Popper No. Bur that is mainly due to the political stupidicy of lead-
ers in the various countries where rhere is mass hunger We freed
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rhem oo guickly and in too crade a way, They have yet to become
.rares based on the rule of law. The sume would happen if you lefr s
Lindergarcen oo its own devices.

sorevel Are economic conflices nowadays the continuarion af war by
i=r means? Europe and the USA are afraid they are losing the
arzcochip war against the Japanese.

popger These problems should not be taken sertously, and they
Jrwuld oot be discussed i chis way, 1t 1s wha T have called the cyni-
o1 view of history: intellecruals wanr ro be clever instead of offering
tielp, The Japanese are really civilized. You can talk o them. Bur ome
«nd again we are up against stupidity, both here and of course in
lapan tow,

veegel Stupidicy? Do you mean serategies of economic conguest?

Fopper Yes. Japan has big problems: 1615 overpopulated. Bur that can
be discussed luter. Unfortunately there are always journalists who
misunlerstand these chings and are looking for a sensation. We have
ciivugh sensacions already,

Vel Bt ae has not simply been invented by journalises, The cur-
rent 'Don't buy Japanese goods!” campaign in the LSA suggests a
deep sense of confroncacion,

Papper Such a comfrontation s nonsense. The whole thing is unim-
porcane, At presene Jupan is ot all imperaaliscic, True, i has rhe
industry and the potential to manufacture puclear weapons ar any
time. But the Japanese know whar that would mean.

In my view, thearerical economics has ground o a kind of incellec-
tual hale; ir has become bogged down in current prablems, Bue the
problems can all be solved. No millionaire bas yer died of riches,
And compared with the prewar world, you in Germany are all mil-
lionnires now.

Speegel  Bur overuse of the wealth of resources is evidently helping o
Blight our planet. Keyword: ozone hole.

Papper Bur such things are nor known yer. Ozone holes may have
existed for millions of years. Ic is possible they have no connecrion
wich anyrhing modern.

Spregel  Renowned scientists see chings differencly. They think there
really isa connection berween chlorine concentrations and destructon
of the ozone layer.
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Popper  Renowned scientists are notr always nght. T am not saying
they are wrong — only thar we often know less than we think.

Spisgel  These are questions you usually argue abour with the Greens;
and from time to rime they really et (ly ar you. Why 1s that?

Papper  Because of their really crazy hostility ro science and technos
logy, There 15 an anti-rationalist kernel in the Greens that leads 1o the
exact opposite of what they are supposed to want. They also want
power themselves, and are as hypocritical as they claim their oppon-
ents to he.

Environmental disasrers are largely due wo the population explosion;
which we must solve ethically. Really, onlv children who are wanted
shiould corme into the world,

Spieged How do you think that can be achieved - through govern-
ment dircetives, as in Chinal

Popper Mot through government directives bur through education.
Unwanted children are at ask, and T mean morally. People who do not
want them should have the means not 1o have them. The means exist
already = Tam thinking of the abortian pall,

Spiepel The Cathalic Church and the Pope are not on your side there:
Papper The Chusch and the Pope will give way, especially if con=
vincing cthical reasons are given, 1am thinking of things like ripe, or
the bireh of children infected with AIDS, or those who, in some coun-
tries, come into the world with practically no chunces in life. le isa
crime not to help such children by stopping them being born. The
Church mupst and wall give way on this; it is just a marter of time,

Spiegel  Herr Popper, we should now like 1o talk shour a few ques-
tiens concerning Germany., One of the changes ro the balance of
power in Europe is the stronger, reunified Germany. Is there any
reason why neighbouring countries should feel concerned?

Popper  Of course there is, Bur rhe present situarion in Germany —
polirical and moral — is much bereer than one mighe have hoped.
This says something abour the basic rtionality of human beings. Bue
we do not know whar lies ahead. It is 2 paradoxical thing a

human well-being thar, while 1t is based on vigilance againsca hos
of dangers, it also undermines thar vigilance. Freedom easily comes:
t6» bie taken for granted — which means thar one can again fall vicrim
to @ dicrarar. There have already been some possible signs of thisin
Ausrria.

WAGING WARS FOR PEACE'

Spregel  You can hardly say thae, really. Presumably you are thinking
of Jorg Haider, the spokesman of the righc-wing Freedom Parry?

Papper - Yes. Young people there are keen on Haider: It has ro do with
rhe stupidiry of their educanion. Huider’s ideal 15 Hitler. He would
like eo do whae Hicler did.

Spregel  He is not really saying char.

Papper  He says it clearly enough to be heard. He says it for those
who want to hear.

Cpiggel  In siwey years Germany has lived through two wwotalitatian
systems. Right now we are faced with the problem of integrating the
SEI-Stasi state, where there was no rule of law. How can political
gutlt be measured? Can we i the West sic i moral judgement?

FPopper  We can certanly sie in moral judgement on the leading
group of the former GDR, on those who were really responsible. 1

rhink that the atremprs ta make Honecker stand rrial are very import-
ant,

Spiegel  So you are not in favour of a widescale reckoning in a blaze of
public denunciaeions, bue only of che rrial of some exemplary cases?

Papper 1t is extremely imporrane that we manage wich the least pos-
sible vengeance and similar abeminacions such as chose commireed in
the tormer GDR.

Spregel  And wichour bigorry.

Papper  Wichour T..t:ﬂ..w ror. The coure muse _::nnnﬂ_ with rhe
urmost caueion. The erigl should denl only wich the crimes of the
tormer leaders = u hundred and fifty people ur the mest, That much
should be done, but 1t is simply not possible 1o go any further —
apare from anyehing else, ie would rvialive things, .

Npregel And would you spare the collaborators because people are not
heroes and, o totalitarsn society, they do what has (o be done o
lvad a reasonably normal life?

Fagper - That 1s nght. Teo much should not be done to those whocal-
lsborared, Most of them were afraid, Thar is rhe merhod of rerrorism —
ti frighren people. Bur there is some poinc ar which heroism begins
for everyone — the point when one is being forced acrually to commic
buase and evil deeds. Then one does have o be a hero and to resist.

Spregel The neo-conservative philosopher Francis Fukuyama, who is
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currently in fashion in America, thinks rhat the ending of ideological
conilicts and the worldwide spread of liberal democracy have broughe
‘the end of histary’. The vicrory of democracy is supposed to have con-
cludest rhe ideslogical evolution of humanity.

Popper  Those are just silly phrases. There is no philosophical mir-

sile, Marx too said thar with the ‘secial revolurion’ the end of

histary would be nigh, because history is enly the history of class
crrugele.

Spiegel  Brhind Fukuyama can be seen someone you do not greatly

appreciate; namely, Hegel and his theory of the historical processasa
series of conttadictions that finally reaches its goal with the realizarion
of treedom on earth,

Popper OF course. Hegel would say 'yes’ to rhat, because he saw his-
tory as a history of power. That is also largely what it was. Our history
books niever took thie development of humanity as their main theme,
but oaly the history of power,

OF course, we do need an end of history - that 15, an ending of the

history of power, This has become necessary because of nuclear

weapons. [t was always morally necessary, but now the excess of
weapons has made it necessary for survival,

Spregel Alreacly before Hiroshima, you wrote thar man will one day
disappear from the face of the earch.

Popper  Why not? There are incalculable dangers. Just as all of us die,
mankind oo will probably die. Pechaps we will one day perish along
with the solar syseem. But there is no point in talking, or even think-
ing, ubiour such things. More likely is whae | predicred long before
AIDS — rhar some microbe will palish us off. Thar could happen very
quickly. Any time, Bur there could still be many rhousands of years 1o
g unril then.

Spiege!  To repeat, then: there is no law of progress, no logical end-
poinT?

Papper  Worhing like thar. What there really s, 15 our £normous
responsibility not to be cruel, For example, it is simply incompre-
hensihle how we can allow children with ATDS ro come into the
warld. For the Churches, too, the first arntude ro life must be: no
crioeloy.

Spiegel  Herr Popper, you are nearly ninety years of age and have
always described yourself as an oprimist through and through. Bur

124

TWAGING WARS FOR PEACE'

chis interview has scruck some very pessumniseic nores. Has new know-
ledge come in the evening of life?

Pupper  Optimism 1s a duty. One muse focus on the things that need
tor be done and for which one 15 responsible. Whar | have said in this
interview is meant to make you and othes vigilant. We musc live so
chat our grandchildren have a beceer life than ours —and oot just inan
LEONDMIL sense,

Spaegel Herr Popper, we chank you for chis interview,



