
IS

F6W

b
y
 R

A
L

P
H

 C
H

A
M

P
IO

N

9
7
3

LA
ST

year w
hen I spent five m

onths in B
ritain

a
n
d

 o
n
e
 m

o
n
th

 o
n
 th

e
 C

o
n
tin

e
n
t, I m

e
t

m
any people in various hum

anist and freethought
groups and so em

erged w
ith a highly fragm

ented
picture

of
E

uropean
hum

anism
.

A
 d

ifferen
t

person
m

ight have gained different im
pressions,

for instance
M

ax P
raed, the A

rm
idale H

um
anist,

w
as im

p
ressed

 b
y
 th

e tren
d
 to

w
ard

s en
co

u
n
ter

g
ro

u
p

s an
d

 sen
sitiv

ity
 train

in
g

w
h
ic

h
 I o

n
ly

discovered in
M

ilan.
T

h
ere are fo

u
r m

ajo
r freeth

o
u

g
h
t g

ro
u

p
s in

B
ritain.

T
h

e
 la

rg
e
st, th

e
B

ritish
H

um
anist

.A
ssociation,

h
as seen

 its m
em

b
ersh

ip
 d

eclin
e

alarm
ingly in the last few

 years.
T

he A
ssociation

	

has its headquarters in L
ondon and there are local

groups throughout the land.
T

h
e B

.H
.A

. ru
n
s a

housing service for old people and they obtained
good publicity w

hen they released their pam
phlet

"P
eople F

irst," part of w
hich w

as printed in "T
he

A
ustralian

H
u
m

an
ist" in

 th
e S

p
rin

g
 ed

itio
n
 last

year.
T

h
e p

u
b
lish

in
g
 arm

 o
f B

ritish
 freeth

o
u
g
h
t is

the
R

ationalist P
ress A

ssociation
and its associate

P
em

berton B
ooks.

T
h

e R
.P

.A
. is lo

sin
g

 m
o

n
ey

an
d

 so
 is liv

in
g
 o

n
 cap

ital accu
m

u
lated

 in
 th

e
past.

T
h
e m

o
n
th

ly
 jo

u
rn

al h
as b

een
 ren

o
v
ated

,
re-n

am
ed

 "T
h

e N
ew

 H
u

m
an

ist" an
d
 is n

o
w

 o
n

public sale.
It is lo

sin
g

 ev
en

 m
o

re m
o

n
ey

 p
er

issu
e
 th

a
n
 b

e
fo

re
 b

u
t a

t le
a
st it 'is o

n
 p

u
b

lic
display w

hereas previously the m
agaz.'ne only w

ent
out to card-carrying H

um
anists.

T
h

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l S

e
c
u

la
r S

o
c
ie

ty
,

sm
a
ll b

u
t v

e
ry

a
c
tiv

e
, h

e
lp

s k
e
e
p

 u
p
 w

ith
 th

e
 1

e
v
il d

e
e
d
s o

f th
e

T
H

E
 A

U
S

T
R

A
L

IA
N

 H
U

M
A

N
IS

T
, M

A
R

C
H

, 1973

church.
U

n
til th

e en
d

 o
f last y

ear th
ey

 b
ro

u
g

h
t

o
u

t a v
ery

 liv
ely

 w
eek

ly
 n

ew
sp

ap
er "T

h
e F

ree-
thinker" but this w

as losing so m
uch m

oney that
it

is
n
o
w

 ap
p
earin

g
m

onthly.
T

h
e S

o
ciety

receiv
ed

 a lo
t o

f h
elp

 in
 recen

t y
ears fro

m
 an

A
ustralian expatriate, D

avid T
ribe.

T
h
e S

o
u
th

 P
lace E

th
ical S

o
ciety

is
b
ased

 at
C

o
n
w

ay
 H

all in
 R

ed
 L

io
n
 S

q
u
are n

ex
t to

 th
e

W
est

E
n

d
 o

f L
o

n
d

o
n

.
U

n
d
e
r th

e
 d

riv
in

g
leadership of P

eter C
adogan it is the only hum

anist
g
ro

u
p
 to

 sh
o
w

 an
y
 g

ro
w

th
 o

f m
em

b
ersh

ip
 in

recent years.
H

o
w

ev
er, th

ere are tren
d
s in

 th
e

society
w

h
ich

 cau
se m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le to

 fear th
at it

m
ay

 b
eco

m
e o

v
ertly

 relig
io

u
s ag

ain
. (O

v
er th

e
last

h
u
n
d
red

 y
ears it ev

o
lv

ed
 fro

m
 a relig

io
u

s
b

o
d

y
 to

 a h
u

m
an

ist o
n

e u
n

d
er th

e in
flu

en
ce o

f
a line of distinguished leaders including W

illiam
F

o
x

 an
d

 M
o

n
cu

re C
o

n
w

ay
.)

P
eter C

ad
o

g
an

 is
p

articu
larly

 k
een

 o
n

 th
e id

ea o
f U

to
p

ias an
d

	

after
I

w
ro

te
 a

n
 a

rtic
le

 o
n

 P
o

p
p

e
r's

social
p
h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 fo

r "T
h
e F

reeth
in

k
er" P

eter rep
lied

w
ith a critical letter, to w

hich I replied, to w
hich

h
e
 . . . w

h
ic

h
 I . . . e

tc
., c

u
lm

in
a
tin

g
 in

 h
is

d
eclaratio

n
 th

at h
is Jan

u
ary

 serm
o
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e

titled
"A

gainst
K

a
rl P

o
p
p
e
r: in

 D
e
fe

n
c
e
 o

f
U

topias."
In

 A
m

sterd
am

 I stay
ed

 fo
r a few

 d
ay

s w
ith

 a
y

o
u

n
g

 fello
w

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 w
ith

 th
e

"P
rovos" and m

ore recently w
ith the "K

abouters"
o
r "E

lv
es" w

h
o
 w

ith
 a p

ro
g
ram

 o
f p

eace an
d

lo
v

e o
b

tain
ed

 sev
eral

seats
o
n
 th

e A
m

sterd
am

C
ity C

ouncil.
T

h
ey

 aim
ed

 to
 p

ro
m

o
te a so

rt o
f

fu
n

 rev
o

lu
tio

n
 an

d
 to

 th
is en

d
 th

ey
 set u

p
 an

P
a
g
e
 T

h
irte

e
n

r



"O
ran

g
e F

ree S
tate" in

 th
e m

ain
 sq

u
are an

d
sm

oked pot in council m
eetings.

T
hey also helped

needy people to paint their hom
es, w

ent shopping
for invalid pensioners and organised the occupation
of em

pty houses.
In H

olland there are tw
o large H

um
anist bodies

	

as
w

ell as th
e h

ead
q

u
arters o

f th
e In

tern
atio

n
al

H
u

m
an

ist an
d

 E
th

ical U
n

io
n

. I d
id

 n
o

t fin
d

 o
u

t
m

u
ch

 ab
o

u
t th

e
D

utch
H

um
anist L

eague.
In

1966 it had 16,000 m
em

bers but since then there
have been rum

ours of internal strife.
A

ll I h
ad

tim
e to discover w

as that m
em

bership w
as declining

an
d

 th
e fin

an
cial situ

atio
n

 w
as n

o
t as h

ealth
y

 as
it

used to be.
H

um
anitas,

an autonom
ous, secular organisation

fo
r so

cial w
o

rk
, in

 1
9

6
6

 h
ad

 2
3

,0
0

0
 m

em
b

ers
organised into 88 local chapters.

T
he society is

	

d
irected

 b
y

 a b
o

ard
 o

f 1
1

 m
em

b
ers; its o

rig
in

al
objective w

as to provide personalised social w
elfare

fo
r p

eo
p

le w
ith

 n
o

 relig
io

n
. I sp

o
k

e to
 a y

o
u

n
g

social w
orker in H

um
anitas w

ho is extrem
ely un-

happy w
ith the conservative attitude of the board

and the bureaucratic w
ay the w

ork is done.
H

e
w

as th
in

k
in

g
 serio

u
sly

 o
f leav

in
g

. to
 w

o
rk

 as a
grass-roots com

m
unity organiser.

In
 U

trech
t I v

isited
 th

e h
ead

q
u
arters o

f th
e

International
H

u
m

an
ist an

d
 E

th
ical U

n
io

n
-th

is
	c
o

n
sists o

f a
 ro

o
m

 c
o

n
ta

in
in

g
 E

rn
st v

a
n

 B
ra

k
e
l

and an assistant.
T

hey send m
aterial to m

em
ber

organisations, other affiliated groups, and scattered
individual

m
em

bers in out-of-the-w
ay places like

P
ortugal, K

enya and S
outh A

m
erica.

T
he N

.S
.W

.
H

um
anist S

ociety has been skirm
ishing for som

e
tim

e
w

ith
 th

e
 I.H

.E
.U

. o
v
er th

e p
a
y
m

e
n
t o

f
affiliation fees.

W
e are not happy to go on paying

at th
e p

resen
t rate w

h
en

 all w
e see in

 retu
rn

 is a
lo

t o
f irrelev

an
t p

ap
er sen

t b
y

 air m
ail.

W
e are

told that if w
e w

ant an international organisation
w

e h
av

e to
 b

e p
rep

ared
 to

 p
ay

 fo
r it. In

 rep
ly

I
p
o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t in

 A
u
stra

lia
 w

e
 h

a
v
e
 n

o
accum

ulated assets to speak of, no paid w
orkers

and if there is to be an effective international body
th

ey
 h

ad
 b

etter m
ak

e u
s a recip

ien
t o

f aid
.

O
r

a
t le

a
st th

e
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 le
t u

s o
ff so

m
e
 o

f th
e

paym
ents.

T
w

o F
rench bodies are nom

inally affiliated w
ith

th
e I.H

.E
.U

. b
u

t o
n

e h
as fo

ld
ed

.
T

h
e o

th
er is

the
F

ren
ch E

d
u
cational L

eague
w

h
ere I w

aited
for half a day w

hile they found an interpreter for

	

m
e.

T
h

e L
eag

u
e is a co

alitio
n

 o
f so

m
e 3

0
,0

0
0

	

m
iscellaneous social, cultural and adult educational

associations,
g

ath
ered

 in
to

 1
0

3
 fed

eratio
n

s co
n

-
cern

ed
 w

ith
 sp

o
rts, th

eatre, fo
lk

lo
re,

m
u

sic an
d

dancing.
A

fter
m

y
 first v

isit to
 P

aris I to
o
k
 a

trip
 o

n
 th

e R
h
in

e an
d
 w

en
t o

n
 to

 H
an

o
v
er to

visit
the

h
ead

q
u

arters o
f th

e
U

n
io

n
 o

f F
ree

R
eligious S

ocieties.
T

h
ere are tw

o
 o

th
er free-

th
in

k
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
s in

 G
erm

an
y

, th
e "F

reeth
in

k
ers"

and the "M
onists" but these are quite insignificant.

T
he U

nion began w
hen Johannes R

onge defected
from

 the C
atholic C

hurch early in the nineteenth
century.

It
w

as banned for a tim
e in 1848, again

in 1914 and again by H
itler in 1933.

T
he U

nion

	

is
h

av
in

g
 tro

u
b

le w
ith

 its n
am

e an
d

 its g
en

eral
secretary assured m

e that it w
ould be changed to

	

som
ething like "T

he H
um

anist S
ociety" w

ithin 10
or 20 years.

T
he

G
erm

an
com

m
unity

contains
80%

P
rotestants, 15%

 C
atholics, and 5%

 freethinkers.
T

he C
atholics are concentrated in B

avaria w
here

they m
ake up 80%

 of the population.

In the U
nion there are 40,000 paying m

em
bers

g
ath

ered
 in

to
 3

0
0

 co
m

m
u

n
ities o

f v
ario

u
s sizes.

	

E
ig

h
ty

 p
er cen

t. o
f m

em
b

ers su
p

p
o

rt th
e S

o
cial

D
em

ocrat party and several m
em

bers serve in the
national parliam

ent and on local councils. R
ecently

the
U

n
io

n
 h

a
s o

rg
a
n
ise

d
 a

 tre
a
ty

 w
ith

 th
e

governm
ent according to w

hich the U
nion receives

	

120,000 m
arks per year, w

ith an extra 5 or 10%
each

 y
ear to

 allo
w

 fo
r in

flatio
n

.
T

h
is su

m
 ju

st
about

m
atches

the
am

ount
collected

from
m

em
bership fees and so the organisation is very

healthy
financially.

A
t th

eir h
ead

q
u
arters in

H
an

o
v

er th
ey

 h
av

e fo
u

r fu
ll-tim

e sp
eak

ers in
ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e g

en
eral secretary

.
T

h
ey

 h
av

e
p

rem
ises in

 sev
en

 o
th

er cities to
 serv

e so
m

e o
f

the larger local com
m

unities.
E

v
e
ry

 six
 w

e
e
k
s th

e
 U

n
io

n
 is a

llo
w

e
d
 to

broadcast for a quarter of an hour over the radio
stations

at
H

am
b

u
rg

, C
o

lo
g

n
e, F

ran
k

fu
rt an

d
M

unich.
In

 a
n
y
 sc

h
o
o
l w

h
e
re

 1
2
 o

r m
o
re

children ask for it, they can be given, in place of
relig

io
u

s in
stru

ctio
n

, a secu
lar

m
oral education

co
u

rse o
rg

an
ised

 b
y

 a m
em

b
er o

f a h
u

m
an

ist
panel.

N
o

t lo
n

g
 ag

o
 a n

ew
 ch

air o
f H

u
m

an
ist

Instruction
w

a
s se

t u
p
 a

t G
e
rm

a
n
y
's le

a
d
in

g
teachers training college.

F
ro

m
 H

an
o

v
er I w

en
t o

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 H
am

b
u

rg
m

eaning to visit O
slo.

T
his w

ould have involved
ch

an
g

in
g

 train
s at C

o
p

en
h

ag
en

 in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f
the night but it w

as so cold outside and so w
arm

inside that I stayed w
here I w

as and next m
orning

arrived in S
tockholm

.
T

here I spent a day before
tak

in
g

 an
 o

v
ern

ig
h

t train
 to

 O
slo

 w
h

ere I stay
ed

fo
r th

ree d
ay

s w
ith

 D
r. K

ristian
 H

o
rn

 an
d

 h
is

w
ife w

ho together run the
H

um
anist and E

thical
L

eague of N
orw

ay.
T

his sm
all but grow

ing society
receiv

e a su
b

sid
y

 fro
m

 th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t b

ecau
se

	

they are classified as an educational and cultural
group.

T
h

eir m
ain

 activ
ity

, w
h

ich
 is ex

p
an

d
in

g
at

a trem
en

d
o
u
s rate, is p

ro
v
id

in
g
 co

u
rse o

f
secular

m
o

ral ed
u

catio
n

 fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 a k
in

d
 o

f
secu

lar co
n

firm
atio

n
 serv

ice fo
r ch

ild
ren

 ro
u

n
d

about the tim
e they leave school.

D
r.

H
university
lated P

ol
N

orw
egia

philosoph
recent

w
P

opper's
because
contacts
look.

B
ack i

D
irector

F
rench R

A
lbert C

.
m

olecula:
his

book
argued a
an

d
 M

ar
and he it
of

Scien
persuade
"T

h
e O

p

	

In
M

i:
h
as co

n
si

set
u

p
 ii

Its aim
 v

n
atu

re a;
w

as prole
en

co
u
rag

cu
larly

 u
so

cial, ar

P
age F

ourteen

	

T
H

E
 A

U
S

T
R

A
L

IA
N

 H
U

M
A

N
IS

T
, M

A
R

C
H

, 1973

	

T
H

E
 A

L



ethinkers"
ignificant.

defected
iineteenth
348, again
'he

U
nion

	

is
general

ranged to
w

ithin 10

ns
80%

^ethinkers.
ria

w
here

m
em

b
ers

io
u
s sizes.

	

h
e S

o
cial

rv
e in

 th
e

.R
ecen

tly
w

ith
 th

e
n
 receiv

es

	

5
o

r 1
0

%
su

m
 ju

st
ed

fro
m

	

m
 is v

ery
carters

in
e
a
k

e
rs in

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
som

e of

lo
w

e
d

 to
th

e rad
io

:fu
rt

an
d

or
m

o
re

i
p
lace o

f
ed

u
catio

n
h
u
m

an
ist

H
u
m

an
ist

s
lead

in
g

D
r.=

 H
o
rn

 in
tro

d
u
c
e
d
 m

e
 to

 a
 m

a
n
 in

 th
e

u
n
iv

ersity
 p

h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 d

ep
artm

en
t w

h
o
 h

ad
 tran

s-
lated

 P
o
p
p
er's "T

h
e P

o
v
erty

 o
f H

isto
ricism

" in
to

N
o
rw

eg
ian

 an
d
 I sp

en
t so

m
e tim

e w
ith

 tw
o
 o

th
er

p
h
ilo

so
p
h
ers w

h
o
 w

ere v
ery

 in
terested

 in
 P

o
p
p
er's

recen
t

w
ork.

D
r.

H
o
rn

 k
n
e
w

 a
 little

 a
b
o
u
t

P
o

p
p

e
r's w

o
rk

 w
h

ic
h

 w
a
s a

n
 in

te
re

stin
g

 c
h

a
n

g
e

b
e
c
a
u

se
 e

lse
w

h
e
re

 w
h

e
n

 I a
sk

e
d

 m
y

 h
u

m
a
n

ist
c
o

n
ta

c
ts a

b
o

u
t P

o
p

p
e
r I w

a
s m

e
t w

ith
 a

 b
la

n
k

look.

B
ack

 in
 P

aris I v
isited

 P
ro

fesso
r Jac M

o
n

o
d

,
D

irector of the P
asteur Institute.

H
e w

as in
 th

e
F

rench R
esistance during the w

ar, w
as a friend of

A
lbert C

am
us, w

on a N
obel P

rize for his w
ork in

m
olecular biology and recently created a stir w

ith
his

b
o

o
k

 "C
h

an
ce an

d
 N

ecessity
" in

 w
h

ich
 h

e
arg

u
ed

 ag
ain

st th
e w

o
rld

 v
iew

s o
f C

h
ristian

ity
and M

arxism
.

H
e is a g

reat ad
m

irer o
f P

o
p

p
er

an
d

 h
e is w

ritin
g

 th
e in

tro
d

u
ctio

n
 to

 "T
h

e L
o

g
ic

of
Scientific

D
iscovery."

H
e is also

 try
in

g
 to

persuade his ow
n publishers to do a translation of

"T
he O

pen S
ociety and its E

nem
ies."

In
M

ilan
 I v

isite
d

"
C

e
n
tro

 C
o
n
s
c
ie

n
z
a
"

w
h
ich

h
a
s c

o
n

su
lta

tiv
e
 sta

tu
s w

ith
 th

e
 I.H

.E
.U

. It w
a
s

set
u

p
 in

 1
9

3
8

 a
s a

 c
e
n

tre
 o

f sp
iritu

a
l c

u
ltu

re
.

	

Its aim
 w

as n
o
t to

 raise criticism
 o

f an
 in

tellectu
al

n
atu

re
 a

g
ain

st th
e tim

es, w
h

ic
h

 u
n

d
e
r M

u
sso

lin
i

w
as p

ro
b
ab

ly
 v

ery
 tactfu

l.
In

ste
a
d
 it w

a
s "T

o
en

co
u

rag
e th

e stu
d

y
 o

f sp
iritu

al p
ro

b
lem

s, p
arti-

cu
larly

 u
n
d
er th

e scien
tific, p

h
ilo

so
p
h
ical, m

o
ral,

so
cial, artistic, relig

io
u
s stan

d
p
o
in

ts."

A
p

art fro
m

 th
e h

ead
q

u
arters in

 M
ilan

, th
ere

are branches at R
om

e, B
ergano, T

urin, F
lorence

and D
esio. T

here has been considerable expansion

	

in the last 10 years and now
 there are about 1,500

p
eo

p
le in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
M

ilan
 o

f w
h

ich
 ab

o
u

t h
alf

are actually m
em

bers.
M

em
bers are expected to

be heavily involved in the organisation apart from
contributing

their
m

em
bership fee.

T
h
e
re

 is
h

ard
ly

 an
y

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t assistan
ce an

d
 th

is su
its

th
e o

rg
an

isatio
n

 b
ecau

se it m
ak

es th
em

 freer to
d

o
 w

h
at th

ey
 w

an
t.

T
h

ey
 h

av
e tw

o
 k

in
d

s o
f

courses; in one there is a series of lectures for the
first p

art o
f th

e y
ear, en

d
in

g
 in

 A
p

ril, an
d

 th
e

rest of the year is taken up w
ith discussion groups.

T
hese courses are concerned w

ith the relation of
g

en
eral cu

ltu
re to

 th
e self.

T
h

e o
th

er ty
p
e o

f
c
o
u
rse

 is fo
r c

h
ild

re
n
 fro

m
 fiv

e
 m

o
n
th

s to
university age.

H
ere the em

phasis is upon degrees
of self-aw

areness, self-actualisation, the creation of
a

pleasing
en

v
iro

n
m

en
t b

y
m

ean
s o

f flo
w

er
arrangem

ent and so on, and the creation of m
yths

and tales.

T
here is a new

ly form
ed H

um
anist group in the

R
epublic of Ireland.

V
al O

ak
es o

f th
e N

.S
.W

.
H

um
anist society visited D

ublin and saw
 som

e of
their activities

w
hich she found m

ost im
pressive.

T
here are a num

ber of other groups affiliated w
ith

th
e I.H

.E
.U

. o
u
tsid

e E
u
ro

p
e, fo

r in
sta

n
c
e
 in

K
orea, P

akistan, and India.

T
he international hum

anist m
ovem

ent is alive,
ev

en
 if all o

f its p
arts are n

o
t w

ell.

H
am

burg
involved

m
iddle of

so
w

arm
t

m
orning

lay before
I stayed

i
an

d
 h

is
:d

E
th

ic
a
l

ng society
t

because

	

I cu
ltu

ral
expanding
co

u
rse o

f
L

k
in

d
 o

f
en

 ro
u

n
d
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